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The Dorset Arms, Withyham /D/\
A 16th Century Inn, open seven days a
week, serving excellent local seasonal HESTIA
produce and offering traditional HOME
hospitality in the heart of the Sussex NEW BUILD - RENOVATION - DESIGN
CONVERSION - EXTENSION
Tel: 01892 770278 ADVISORY - OPEN PLAN - LANDSCAPE

www.dorset-arms.co.uk
enquiries@dorsetarms_co_uk At Hestia, we specialise in luxury home

renovations, offering a stress-free, end-to-
end experience. From initial design to
final finishes, we manage every detail so
you don't have to.

© info@homehestia.co.uk
www.homehestia.co.uk
@myhomehestia

Complimentary consultations with 10%
OFF for Withyham & Blackham residents

/I\KMJProperty

Sales & Lettings
Vour ks iminpencot pont

INTO YOUR DREAM HOME THIS YEAR

WITH KMJ PROPERTY

CALL US ON
01892 515188

EMAIL US AT
SALES@KMJPROPERTY.CO.UK




From the Rectory

Dear Friends,

As we get older, opportunities narrow and increasingly there are things that we
can no longer do. It’s always encouraging to hear the stories of those who buck
the trend; and for some of us, the recent spell of glorious mid-May weather
conjures up images of the crack of leather on willow.

Sally Barton made her international debut in Gibraltar’s second T20 team against
Estonia, aged almost 67, making her the oldest debutant in international cricket.
Since lockdown, wicketkeeper Sally has been living on ‘The Rock’ where her
husband lan Tarrant, is the Anglican Dean. Previously they’d been missionaries
with CMS (Church Mission Society) and spent ten years in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Sally enjoys Gibraltar because “we can see Africa out of our
apartment window... and remember our time there... which was brilliant.”

The Gibraltar team won a three-match series against Estonia in what was the first
time the British Overseas Territory had played a women’s T20 international. Sally
told the BBC, “The words ‘too old’ just aren’t in my vocabulary. | never thought |
would play international cricket in my sixties, but it goes to show that you
shouldn’t let anyone tell you it is time to stop playing sport. | might not be as fast as
| used to be, but my endurance and everything is still there. My overriding memory
of my debut, though, is the efforts of my team mates to get that win.” The
grandmother of three said she caught the bug from her cricket-mad Yorkshire-
born Dad. His “idea of heaven was going to the West Indies, watching the MCC on
tour with a glass of rum in his hand.”

A recent newspaper headline pronounced, ‘70 is the new 50... so keep on
working.” According to the International Monetary Fund, those aged 70 in 2022
had the same cognitive function as the average 53-year-old in 2000. The research
was based on detailed surveys of over one million people aged 50 and over in 41
countries, testing functions such as memory, orientation and basic maths. As
well as living longer, most people are ageing in better health, the report added -
encouragement for those of us who’ve passed this milestone.

For the Christian, the challenge is not just to keep going, but to stay focused on
our Gospel priorities. In Matthew 24:13 Jesus said, “But he that shall endure unto
the end, the same shall be saved.”

James Campbell
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Nickalls Decor

T 4
07490 550 559

Nickalls-decor@outlook.com

All your painting and decorating needs. Interior/ Exterior,
domestic & commercial. Wallpapering, dustless sandlng,
period pro é)ertles modern properties, joinery painting,
restoring old woodwork, windows and more. Free quotes.
Uckfield, Tunbridge Wells East Grinstead and surrounding
areas.

Search Nickalls Decor on Facebook or Instagram.

Traditional Mole,
Mice, Mink, Rabbit &
Squirrel Catcher

Traditional methods only
No poisons used

EIEsRNEBR!
KNG

01892 520287
07432 813614

pkingmoles@outlook.com

Churchwardens’ Notes
by Jill Pardey & Gilly Halcrow

At the Annual Meeting Sue Schooling
retired from the PCC after 40 years of
service and a presentation was made
to her with grateful thanks. She will
continue to look after Blackham
Church. Paul Radford after 27 years
service, and Jackie Watson also
resigned, and their places have been
taken by Anne Radford and Imogen
Wedd, and we wish them all well.

The congregation said farewell to
Elizabeth Parish (Carden), on 11th April,
who had done so much for the Church
as Lay Reader and Rector's wife.

The Church now has a defibrillator
stored in the Belfry and we have been
assured that the instructions are
simple, should we ever need to use it.
The Church also has a card machine so
that visitors can make cashless
donations. If the Churchyard is looking
unkempt in parts it is because the
grass cannot be cut until the daffodils
have died down in some areas.

The completion of building work on
the Chancel will begin on September
15th with services at Withyham moving
to the Nave. In the meantime we still
await news of the results of the
quinquennial inspection which took

place on 17th April.




Church Calendar - June 2025
St. Michael and All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

(All services at Withyham unless stated)

Sunday 1st Sunday after Ascension
11.00am  Holy Communion
6.00 pm Joint Evensong at
Holy Trinity Church, Markbeech

Sunday 8th Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
11.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday 15th Trinity Sunday 9.45am Zoom
11.00am  Matins
4.00 pm  Service of Wholeness & Healing
6.30 pm  Evensong

Sunday 22nd 1st after Trinity ~ 11.00am  Matins

Sunday 29th Peter the Apostle 11.00am  Matins, Blackham

Sunday 6th July 3rd after Trinity 9.45am  Zoom
11.00am  Holy Communion
6.30 pm  Evensong

Parish Registers — May 2025
Marriage
On 24th May the wedding between Thomas (‘Tom’) James MORRIS and

Charlotte Louise TRIBLEY took place at St. Michael and All Angels Church,
Withyham.

Funerals

On 7th May the funeral took place at St. Michael and All Angels Church,
Withyham of Elizabeth Anne PARISH (CARDEN) who died on 11th April 2025 aged
80, followed by burial in the Churchyard.

On 19th May the funeral took place at the Tunbridge Wells Cemetery Chapel of
Jennifer (“Jenny’) Ann SKINNER who died on 11th April 2025 aged 9o.
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE

MARKET

SATVRDAY 3" TJTVNE
160.00AM TO 12.)1SPM

CAFE FROM 10AM — SERVING TEA, COFFEE +
HOMEMADE CAKES
LOTS OF LOVELY THINGS TO BVY : BREAD,
LACALLY MADE PASTIES AND CAKES, HOMEMADE
PRESERVES, LOCAL HONEY, EGSS, BIRD FOOD,
CRAFT ITEMS, BRIC-A-BRAC
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ANDY SAYERS || R Somevter (R)

ELECTRICAL SERVICES Solutions

More than 90% of issues resolved
onsite within 1 hour
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DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

Appointment at your premises - no
waiting around

Electricity in safe hands

C}

o Installations, rewires, board upgrades " == e and Wk
o Fault finding, maintenance, repairs -
: - == Home and small business support

o Inspection and testing reports
e Portable appliance testing (PAT) 1 !nstallgtlon, upgrade; & repairs

X . &= including malware / virus removal
e Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
o Building regulations part P compliant P> Speed-up & performance solutions
o Prompt, reliable and competitive rates £ Data recovery and back-up solutions
T. 07836 256 146 E. andycsayers@gmail.com E‘. Tuition from experienced teacher

www.andysayerselectrical.com % High quality broadband

@ Wordpress website expert
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Congratulations
by Anne Barker

Withyham Rector, James
Campbell, was presented with a
painting by Gilly Halcrow on behalf
of the Parish, to celebrate his 70th
birthday and the continuation of
his role at the Church, during a
gathering in April. The painting is
of the Churchyard magnolia tree in
full bloom. James took up his
current position in 2016, and

the former London west end
chartered surveyor was said to be
“delighted” with the presentation
and the continuation of his role.

Pt

Small format

business & private stationery,
cards, order of service,

high end brochures.

Large format
scanning & printing of plans,
colourful posters & banners,

outdoor signage.
Free onsite parking.

Walk in customers are always welcome or
telephone to make an appointment.

01342 323700
emsdesignandprint.co.uk E S
Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead

designandprint



Fam”y Family Support Work
Support May 2025 update

w WO r k by Martin Auton-Lloyd ,

FSW Chief Executive Officer
THE SUSSEX CHARITY FOR CHILDREN

SINCE 1870

Dear Friends,

Our weekend at Dalesdown for families from all across Sussex was greatly
appreciated by those who went. The theme this year was ‘Festival’ creating the
sense of being at a music festival with activities
including making instruments, hair decorating,
face painting, singing around the campfire, and
marshmallow toasting. As one of our mums said,
“It was our first family holiday, and it was lovely to
go somewhere together. My daughter enjoyed
playing with other children, making new friends.
The access was good, the activities excellent,
everyone was lovely.” We are back at the
Dalesdown centre in September, if you would like
to support this activity as a volunteer or sponsor
do get in touch.

On 6th May, Gemma Crowther-Goscheff Co-
ordinator Officer for East Sussex, and Harry Clark
as Receptionist and Administration Assistant at
Garton House, joined us. We were also sorry in
April to say goodbye to Nikki Kerr our Director of
Fundraising for the last seven years and we wish
Nikki well in the future.

We continue to see the demand for our work grow
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and the waiting lists that we hold are getting longer. At this time with many
children being supported having educational needs we are only too aware of the
anxiety that is created around exams. We are helping some of our families deal
with the additional pressures this brings to their lives

April’s work in numbers
e 151individual visits and 577 calls with families supporting 203 adults and
149 children
* 43 supported meetings with other agencies
* 49 group sessions held supporting 579 parents and 343 children
e 65 food deliveries made

Prayer points
e Pray our new staff members Gemma and Harry settle in quickly
e Pray for all the children and young people we support as the exam
season starts
e Pray for our Board as they meet his month and for all of the Practitioners
as they support families

AMORA'CARE _#Regain independence and
~ . peace of mind with our
premium home care.

Personal Care
Companionship
Dementia Care
Live-in and Nights
Post-Hospital Care
Therapy dog visits

—— Book a Free Assessment Today

01892 336 842

www.amoracare.co.uk




Notes From Withyham Parish Council

so=#" Withyham Parish Council serves residents of Blackham,

A ¥ New Groombridge (the East Sussex side of the River Grom),
W Marden’s Hill (St John’s, Crowborough) and Withyham.

Full action from this meeting is available at www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

and www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil

Minutes can also be obtained from the Clerk via the Parish Office on

01892 864557 or clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Find Your Nearest Defibrillator — In an emergency, every second counts and
having quick access to a defibrillator could save a life. Defibrillators are easy to
use, require no training, and give clear spoken instructions to guide you through
every step. Find your nearest one now at www.defibfinder.uk because it could
make all the difference.

Congratulations to both Blackham and Groombridge Men’s Shed for installing
new community defibrillators. And a big thank you to Crowborough First
Responders, who maintain all the Parish Council’s devices. Know of a defibrillator
not listed? Register it with The Circuit and help save lives.

Identifying And Reporting Asian Hornets - The Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) is a
dangerous invasive species threatening local bee populations across the UK. If
you spot one, do not approach or attempt to destroy the nest. Instead,
photograph it from a safe distance and report it immediately. Photos and videos
can be emailed to: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Please ensure that
you include full
location and
contact details.
Quick reporting of
hornets helps
stop the spread
and also helps
protect our

Think you’ve seen an Asian Hornet? Report it!

Centimeters

. ildlif Asian Hornet European Hornet Wasp Honey Bee
nathe Wi ITe. Vespa velutina Vespa crabro Vespula vulgaris Apis mellifera
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VE Day 80: Spotlight On Blackham - This year
marked the 8oth anniversary of VE Day, and
communities across the parish paid tribute to this
historic moment. In Blackham, residents
commemorated the occasion with a series of quiet,
thoughtful displays and gatherings. The village bus
shelter featured a moving exhibition showcasing
life in Blackham during WWII, complete with
memories, photographs, and stories from the time.
Each evening, the D-Day Lamp of Peace was lit at
Tommy Corner, while the Churchyard was adorned
with flowers and the poignant Tommy Silhouettes were displayed inside the
Church. On 10th May at 4pm, villagers gathered at the Church lychgate and
walked to Tommy Corner for a moment of reflection — a chance to give thanks
for the peace we enjoy today.

Join Our Speed Watch To Make Our
Roads Safer - Readers can make a
real difference by joining our
Community Speed Watch group.
Volunteers use radar equipment to
monitor speeds and raise awareness
of safe driving. Just a few hours a
month can help deter speeding and
improve safety for everyone. Training
is provided, and it’s a great way to
support your local community.

Let’s slow down - together.

To get involved, please email judi.tuke@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Help Us Keep Our Community Hub - Our parish office at the historic
Groombridge Old Station isn’t just our base, it’s a vital, accessible hub for
meetings, services and support across the parish. As we reported last month,
we’ve leased it since 2013, but that ends in 2028, and unless we can buy the
building now, we risk losing it forever.

In the last issue we appealed for support our campaign for a Public Works Loan,
to secure our home, and now we would like to thank all of you who responded.
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AND THE ININNERS For

May 2025 are:
£20 - June Marchant
£15 - Ralph Millington

£10 - Sue Skinner

We are very grateful for everyone's support but are happy to encourage more local people

to become members and help our fundraising for further maintenance and improvements to our
hall. Our numbers have risen back to 100 so a big THANK YOU to our new and continuing
subscribersl!

Each number costs £12 per year, if you would like to join, please contact Rick Hunnom
07851 638634 or email chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk.

What’s on?

Forthcoming Events
in the Withyhawm Village

FRIDAY CAFE Friday 13th June - 10:30 - 12:00
HALL LUNCH Thursday 19th June - 12:15 for 12:30

14



FRIDAY
CAFE

A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
COMMUNITY CAFE
WHERE?

Kings' Hall, Withyham

WHAT TIME?
Between 10:30 - 12:00

2R
CA kE WHO'S IT FOR?

For anyone, any age who would like to meet
new people or catch up with old friends

WHAT HAPPENS?

RE"FMF Teaq, coffee and delicious homemade cakes are

served in the first half an hour with plenty of
CE time to chat, followed by a fun memory

C AFTQ provoking or craft activity for the next hour
E.XUGHTER 2025 Dates

13th June
Tth July
8th August
12th September
10th October
14th November
12th December

INFORMATION
Please contact Anne Radford for more information
on 07885 486733 or just come along on the day

This is a free service, funded by donations and volunteers.

If you are a carer, please stay with the person you are bringing,
we do hope that you will also enjoy your time with us.

Open to anyone in the surrounding villages

PLEASE HELP US TO SPREAD THE WORD

24a Thanks to the
i oo, e Wy
nstttutions s ’ ad 0
T o S for supporting Wea)de N Dementia WO |'I'rose MO"SLIWS”O"S

our cafe. Dementia Action Alliance Friends
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Meeting Liz Hunt
by James Campbell

Liz was brought up in wartime North London. One day her parents’ house in
Ossian Road near Finsbury Park was badly damaged after a bomb landed in the
road outside and they had to move to a flat in Muswell Hill. Her father was in the
Home Guard and Liz was an only child. After the war they moved near to Redhill,
and she attended a girls school in Reigate. She remembers the extended period
of rationing; just one ounce of butter per week and her father’s complaint that a
restaurant only had rabbit on the menu. Liz then went to art colleges in Redhill
and Wimbledon before going to London University Institute of Education to train
as a teacher. Her first job as an art teacher was in a village near Cambridge.

Liz married Tony in 1961 and they soon bought two cottages at auction that later
became Lyewood House and it has remained Liz’s home for every one of those
63 years since.

The cottages had formed part of Hale Court Farm and were in poor condition.
Interestingly, Dirk Bogarde purchased the main farmhouse but he never came to
live there (although he did live
on a farm on the Crowborough
outskirts), and later sold it.

The renovation of the property
was a major undertaking. Each
cottage had just one cold tap
and only one window at the
back. However, Tony was an
architect. The winter of 1962-63
was particularly severe with
deep, drifting snow and
blizzards from Boxing Day until
March. For a time, they lived in
a caravan in the garden.
Lacking a fridge, on one
occasion Liz put a chicken outside in a tin with a brick on it — thus providing a
passing fox with unexpected but much needed sustenance. They were
eventually forced to live with Liz’s in-laws at Hurst Green.
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Tony continued work as an architect, first in London and then Edenbridge; sadly,
he died some 20 years ago. Liz continued teaching art, first in Edenbridge and

then Tunbridge Wells. Some years ago, she taught on two Swan Hellenic cruises
and much enjoyed the free holidays!

two are taking their A levels. Happily,
both families live nearby at Tidebrook
and Penshurst.

Although the years march on, Liz
continues to lead a busy life, still
teaching art at Frant, working in her
beloved garden (from where she can
watch the trains travel between
Eridge and Ashurst stations), visiting
exhibitions in London and travelling
with friends. Liz sums up living in this
part of Withyham for so many years:
“Living here is like living in paradise!”

Liz’s other great passion is her
garden. She says that she is entirely
self-taught from books: “It’s a
question of trial and error.” Initially,
she and Tony had no idea that there
was a magnificent view from their
garden looking east over the valley
towards Ashurst, Groombridge and
Tunbridge Wells. The garden contains
some fine old apples trees, as well as
oaks. In the early days at Lyewood,
Liz planted a small willow stapling -
60 years on it has grown a bit!

In due course the girls, Clare and
Philippa were born and eventually
married. Liz now has four
granddaughters, two of whom are
studying at Oxford University and
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FETE

12:30PM TO 4PM

SATURDAY 5™ JULY 2025

H & VILL

A TRADITIONAL FETE ON THE BUCKHURST CRICKET GROUND
(courtesy of Earl and Countess De La Warr)

ALL PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT OUR CHURCH AND THE VILLAGE OF WITHYHAM

THE GRAND DRAW - THE BOUTIQUE TENT

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US!

DOG SHOW - BOTTLE TOMBOLA - BRIC-A-BRAC

CAKES & CHUTNEYS/JAMS - CHILDREN’S BOOKS AND TOYS
PLANTS - SOFT TOY TOMBOLA - VILLAGE CRAFT STALLS

COCONUT SHY - MAYPOLE DANCING - BIRDS OF PREY SHOW

LIVE JAZZ - CHILDREN’S RACES

AFTERNOON TEA TENT - LOCALLY SOURCED BBQ

PIMM’S & HARVEY’S - ICE CREAM
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BASKET MAKING DEMONSTRATION




Withyham Church and Village Fete
by Julie Ruse

A fete has been held on The Buckhurst Estate cricket ground for countless years,
courtesy of several Earls De La Warr through the ages. It is recorded in the De La
Warr archive that an area of the Estate was historically known as Fair Field
because agricultural fairs were held there. At the nearby Dorset Arms public
house local farmers would congregate, before and after deals were done.

The fete is organised by volunteers to raise funds for St Michael and All Angels
Church, and Withyham Village.

Entertainment — There’s so much to do... For many years St Michael’s Primary
School have performed Maypole dances whilst the brass band plays along. There
are running races for the children to take part in, and The Owl and Raptor Centre
will be showing their birds of prey. The Dog Show is a huge hit with many people
and their four-legged friends — there are several classes to enter and something
for everyone, even the waggiest tail! There’s a coconut shy too, because it’s not
a proper fete unless someone in your family walks out with a coconut tucked
under their arm. This year John Waller will be demonstrating how to make a
basket, and this particular basket will be sold at the end of the fete.

Stalls — There are many stalls to buy from... Including local crafts, bottle
tombola, books, toy tombola, bric-a-brac, children’s stall, and the garden stall
selling lovely high quality garden ready plants. The cake stall offers homemade
donated cakes, jams and chutneys. Don’t forget to save your pennies for the
renowned boutique stall, selling only good quality ladies’ and men’s clothes,
bags, ties, belts and much more. And of course, the grand draw has some
brilliant prizes. Please bring plenty of cash or you might regret it...

Food and Drink — The afternoon tea tent serves tea and coffee and a delicious
assortment of homemade cakes. Visit the marquee, housing tables adorned with
beautiful flowers, sit back and watch the world go by. If you fancy something
more savoury, we have the locally sourced Speldhurst Sausages, their recipe
originating from Mr Lovett’s butchers’ shop in 1958. Nick the Butcher in Hartfield
will be supplying his very popular burgers served in perfectly baked rolls from
the Groombridge Bakery — with fillings including cheese, onions, tomatoes,
gherkins and sauces of your choice - there are options for vegetarian and gluten
free requirements. There’s always an ice cream for those who need cooling
down and a Pimm’s and Harvey’s stall for the thirsty ones.
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Can you help with donations for the
Withyhaom Church & Village Fete?

We really need your help please. Can you help with any of the following donations?

BOOKS*
Please contact Mike Stone - 07769 645569.

BOTTLES*
Please contact Anne Radford - 01892 770021 by Tuesday 1st July.

BRIC - A-BRAC*
Please contact Honey Wilson - 07399 408597

CAKES, CHUTNEYS* AND JAMS*
Please contact Sue Davies 01892 664162 or bring on the day. Please label cakes to
indicate if they contain nuts or are GF.

CLOTHES, BAGS ETC
Please contact Meg Stafford - 07972 161243 or leave good condition items outside
Dorset House (opposite the Dorset Arms) by Tuesday Tst July.

TOYS AND CHILDREN'S BOOKS*
Please contact Mike Stone - 07769 645569 or bring on the day

PLANTS*
Please contact Ali Hunnam - 07929 835969

TEAS
Please contact Anne Crouch-Bakerl 01892 861448 or bring cake donations on the
day and label to indicate if they contain nuts or are GF.

*Donations can be left at the Kings’ Hall on Wednesdays between 9:30and 12:00 or
outside the Rectory from Saturday 28th June.

The Fete is very popular but we do need more help on the day.
If you would like to help us in any capacity at the Fete or if you have any
queries, please contact Mike Stone - 07769 645569

20



Fete Tea Tent
by Janet Funnell

As in previous years we rely on the generosity of cake bakers to supply the tea
tent. There are some truly wonderful bakers out there and their creations help
provide the delicious cakes and tray bakes enjoyed at the fete. If you can bake
something for us, we will look forward to receiving your offering in the cricket
pavilion kitchen from 10am. Please label your cake or tray bake to indicate if it
contains nuts, or is gluten free. Please ensure your cake or tray bake is left uncut,
so we can portion it to the correct size. Thank you and see you on 5th July.

W Smithers and Sons

‘Building Excellence’ since 1955

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.
Covering all types of building work.

Old Mill Yard, High Street, Cowden, Kent TN8 73]

Tel: 01342 850559 Fax: 01342 850981
colin@wsmithers.co.uk www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk

J & H FRIEND ESTD 1860

Removals — Storage — Self Storage — Packaging Shop

Regular London and Home Counties Service
Forest Row East Sussex
Tel : 01342 822608 Email : info@friendsremovals.co.uk

www.friendsremovals.co.uk
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Withyham Parish Council’s

& Community Cale
with O The Shop on The Corner

Everyone Welcome!

Saturday 2Ist June
10am -12pm Groombridge Village Hall

Withyham Parish Amblers
Saturday 2Ist June

& %

Meeting at: Hollies Car Park, Ashdown Forest - TN22 3JA
9am Meet to walk at 9.15am

Approx. 1hr 20. Suitable footwear recommended. Well behaved dogs welcome.

Tt WWW.WITHYHAMPARISHCOUNCIL.ORG.UK ¢ %
s  for more information: |2 01892 864 557 \\ 4
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CNS  CLAIRE NASH

’ SOLICITORS

Can we help with your legal matters?

Your local solicitor
providing friendly and expert advice
in Sussex and West Kent

Caring and professional advice when you need it the most
° Probate

* Wills

* Lasting Powers of Attorney

* Equity Release

* Matrimonial

Office and home visits available,
including out of hours if needed

Call Claire Nash Solicitors today
for your initial consultation on

01892 731082
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Cottage Garden Open

At the Ol1d Post House, Blackham, TN3 9UD
(just off the A264, next to the Church and Village Hall)

From 2-6pm
June 215t and 2204

In aid of Hospice in the Weald
Easy parking and teas available

2pm - 6pm
(food served 3pm - 5pm)
Licenced Bar (cash/card)




John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd
Woven Fencing & Hurdles; Living Willow Structures; Baskets; Garden Structures;
Plant Supports & Trellis; Garden Furniture; Tree Surgery; Hedgelaying; Seasoned Logs

Green Wood Workshop Courses at Bore Place, chiddingstone
Hurdles s Fencing, Pole Lathe Wood Turning a Chair Making,
Willow Plant Supports, Hedgelaying, Coppicing, Charcoal,
Basketry, Fruit Tree Maintenance

4 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Blackham TN3 SUH
info@underwoodsman.co.uk www underwoodsman.co.uk == =
01892 740303 (eves) or 07788 748618 e

MEDHURST Funeral Directors .
. N
Hartfield: 01892-770253 \ >2

-
East Grinstead: 01342-315880 \—5\ a8
VYoo
Email: r-medhurst@hotmail.com {7&.\:/"')”
k \ \ \) ' /-‘

Proud to have served the Community for over 150 Years

KINGS' HALL, WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings,
Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £12 per hour.
Bookings and enquiries 07972161243 or 01892 770347
or email Meg Stafford on bookings@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
or Rick Hunnam on chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING
Ditching & Earth Moving

Water Supplies & Repair
Giles Swift Tel: 01892 864754
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A Groombridge Horticultural Society B
I% by Sue Obbard I%

April feels so long ago now, but on the 25th about 50 of us enjoyed the
coach trip to Hole Park Gardens. It is a beautifully manicured garden, set
around a private house, which seamlessly extends into parkland and
eventually into bluebell woodland. We were very
ably, and entertainingly, shown around by the
owner, who then rushed off to help in the kitchen.

There are a few remaining places on our trip to
Doddington Place Gardens at Faversham, on
Wednesday 9thJuly, and includes a garden tour. If
you are interested please contact Gwyneth Davies on 01892 862430 or via
our website.

groombridgehorticulturalsociety@gmail.com
www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk

¥

Four Elms Catering
Karen Jackson - Proprietor
07734 007911
Fishersgate Cottage, Buckhurst Estate,
TN7 4BB
Email: jacksonk60@aol.com
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AND FUN DOG SHOW!

SATURDAY 7™ JUNE 2025
12 NOON

FREE ENTRY

ASHURST & BLACKHAM SPORTS FIELD, TN3 9TJ




Meet the Menders at Forest Row Repair Café
by Fleur Britten

Tucked away in our drawers, cupboards and got-to-sort-out piles is a nationwide
hoard of broken devices — including phones that won’t charge, laptops with
sticking keyboards and cracked tablet screens. According to businesswaste.co.uk
around 20% of all electronic devices in UK homes are unused, slowly slipping into
obsolescence because we just don’t know what to do with them.

What’s more, a new survey by Una Watch found that 47% of us would rather buy
a new device than try to fix a broken one. This means that huge amounts are
being discarded - UK households produce over 400,000 tonnes of e-waste each
year (in fact, e-waste is the world’s fastest-growing solid waste stream), with
only 31.2% being recycled. As well as the loss of recyclable rare-earth materials, e-
waste is also an eco hazard, with toxic elements such as lead, mercury and
cadmium, potentially leaching into the soil and water.

Enter the Forest Row Repair Café, or more specifically, our wonderful IT
volunteers. Keith Weir, a retired computer specialist, has worked on operating
system and distributed systems development, network communications and
standards; Nic Gibson is a technical account manager specialising in server and
database technologies and other matters too complex for us to grasp. His very
capable son, Peter, also often helps out. Together, they’ve saved countless
devices from landfill.

Computers are their speciality, whether it’s installing necessary software, fixing
bugs, resolving password problems and printer jams, diagnosing why computers
keep crashing or run so slowly, or advising on new parts needed, where to buy
them, and even helping customers fit them, too. They’ll also help with tablets
and phones, advising on software fixes or settings problems, though — Keith
warned, “these repairs often require micro-soldering, which is best done by
specialist repairers — but we may be able to point you in the right direction.”
Printers he pointed out, have a lower success rate, due to their “complexity.”

As with all our Repair Café volunteers, the IT team fosters a can-do spirit:
“It’s worth trying us on anything,” said Keith, “We’ll say if it’s beyond us.”
The next café is Saturday 21st June at the Community Centre, Forest Row
RH18 5DZ, from 10am-1pm with last orders at 12.30pm.
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PENSHURST
CHORAL SOCIETY

presents

SONGS oftheSEA

by Charles Villiers Stanford
and a medley from South Pacific

Saturday June 21st =
./)%\S . at 6. 30pm W—i

.
\\\

D. Warmeant

Painters and Decorators

Domestic & commercial

14 Mottefield, Hartfield
East Sussex. TN7 4JF

Tel: 07774 780 020

St John the Baptist Church,
Penshurst TN11 8BN

pa @il

SERVICES
Heatl ng Oil

Competitive prices
, Friendly, helpful service
Red Diesel

Call : 01892 615400

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

artfield _ \
caffolding

Local, Experienced, Affordable Scaffolding Service...
Contact Gavin on 07774 956597

Email: gavin@hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk

Website: www.hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group
by Tony Howell

Just a reminder that on Saturday 7th June you can ‘Meet Members of Your
Medical Practice Team’ at Hartfield Village Hall at 10am with tea and coffee
served from 9.30am.

Dr. Matt James will provide a Practice overview and there will also be
presentations from other members of the team, which will include Dr. Victoria
Rittner and Dr. John Mifsud, plus Assistant Practice Manager — Helen Wilson,
Pharmacist — Ali Evans, and Care Co-ordinator — Emily Cogger. Geraldine
Ormonde, who is a member of the PPG committee, will speak about the ‘Walk to
Talk’ group activity. We look forward to seeing you.

The Covid virus is still around and if you are within the qualifying groups and
haven’t as yet had the booster vaccination, you have until 17th June to do so.

The qualifying groups are; Adults 75 and over, residents in care homes, and for
older adults and individuals with weakened immune systems. More than 500,000
people in the southeast have already received the booster.

Email us at gandhppg@outlook.com

Groombridge
& Hartfield
Medical Group

Meet your local medical practice team on Saturday 7th June

Doctors — Matt James, Victoria Rittner and John Mifsud
Sharon Monger - Practice Manager
Helen Wilson — Assistant Practice Manager
Ali Evans — Pharmacy
Emily Cogger — Care Co-ordinator
Helen Arbuthnot - Social Prescriber
PLUS
Geraldine Ormonde on ‘Walk to Talk’
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Hartfield Playschool THE ARTS SOCIETY

Founded in 1965, Hartfield Playschool is set in ASHDOWN FOREST
The Old Station, wit'h beautiful extensive Thursday 12th June at 2pm
gardens. We take children aged 2-5 years. Crowborough Community Centre,
Open 9am — 3pm, Monday — Friday,
term time only. Tel: 01892 770830 The Splrit of Place: Artists and the
www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk _ British Landscape
office@hartfieldplayschool.co.uk with lecturer: Susan Owens

The story of our landscape art from its
origins in manuscripts and maps,

Matt Raybo he the Arcadian views of Gainsborough,

. Constable’s observation of nature, water
Pal nter & Decorator colourists of the Golden Age, Millais, the

07852 442337 with Paul Nash and Eric Ravilious

pre-Raphaelites and into the 20th Century
Members free, guests and visitors £7

mattraybone®@icloud.com

www.tasaf.org.uk

ADAM C WILES

Quality Carpentry and Building — Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex

Tel: 01892 770554 Mob: 07818 434506 wilesbuild@sky.com

HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD

We offer year-round garden management, regular garden maintenance or a one-off
garden tidy/clearance, grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting, leaf clearing
vegetable patch construction, chicken runs, compost bins, and commercial contracts

We also offer complete landscaping projects, such as patios, paths, retaining walls, all types of
fencing, planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing, water features, wooden garden structures, tree
surgery, hedge laying and woodland management or clearance.

01892 740133 www.heverlandscapes.co.uk
07909 916909 karl.hever.landscapes@gmail.com
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Computer Corner
Goodbye Windows 10 by Roger Lyon

Windows 10, famously the “last version of Windows”,
is ten years old and on the brink of retirement.
Microsoft‘s support will stop on 14th October 2025.

If you are using a Windows 10 machine at home or for
work, this is a good time to plan what happens next.

When Microsoft ends support, it simply means that
they will release no more updates. That includes
security updates, performance fixes, and new features. New version of software
will continue to work with Windows 10 for quite some time. While no updates
sounds rather blissful, it does matter. Unpatched security holes in Windows 10
will remain unpatched and available to attack. This has the potential of bypassing
even the great security package that you may have installed on your machine.
Many computers can be upgraded to Windows 11. However, Microsoft has been
strangely demanding in its hardware requirements.

To check whether your system can be upgraded, you can download Microsoft’s
free PC Health Check tool. It will give you a clear confirmation. If it is yes, you will
be offered the upgrade in due course — or you can get a friendly techie to make
the transition sooner.

If your PC doesn’t meet the requirements, here are your options:

e  Buy a new computer — All new Windows laptops and desktops now come with
Windows 11 pre-installed. If your current device is getting sluggish, the money
may be better spent on a new machine rather than upgrading

* Keep using Windows 10 — You can continue using it after 2025, particularly for
offline tasks, but it may become gradually less secure. This is not ideal for
banking, email, or storing personal information

* Explore alternatives - Technically-savvy users might consider Linux as a secure
alternative to Windows

Before you get started, backup your data. There, | said it. Whether you’re
planning an upgrade or replacing your computer entirely, remember to back up
your data first. That means documents, photos, music, and emails. An external
hard drive or a trusted cloud service will do the job. This could save a lot of
heartache later. If you care about your files and photos then you really should be
backing up anyway, just in case...
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<TONE NES
WALLED GARDEN

We offer social and therapeutic horticulture to members of the local

community with learning difficulties and/or mental health issues

A
n
<
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Saturday 28" June 2025
11.00am to 3.30pm

Meet the Walled Gardeners
Competitions ~ Tombola ~ Games
Sale of Produce

Complementary BBQ
History of The Walled Garden Tour

Sorry no dogs (except guide dogs) in the Walled Garden
We regret the lie of the land makes it impossible
for wheelchair users

Find us on the A264 between Ashurst and Langton Green — TN3 9SU
Tel: Jean Burgess 01892 740305 (before 8.00pm please) for more info

Visit our website:

www.thestonenesswalledgarden.org
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Come and enjoy your
fishing with CDAA

We welcome everyone regardless of age
or ability, and encompass a
thriving junior section. Our waters suit
pleasure and specimen fishing across
Sussex and Kent, from half acre ponds to
areservoir, plus rivers and canal.
Matches take place throughout the year.
You won't be disappointed.
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

The Forest Row

Repair Café

Saturday 21st June
from 10am - 1pm

Forest Row Community Centre,
RH18 5DZ
Last orders at 12:30pm

If you have garden tools laying idle
and broken in the shed since last
year, bring them to us to make
them ready for action again

IRIZIPAIR

Forest
Row
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The Final Word... on Coconuts
by Robert Veitch

Enthusiastic readers of this issue, those
of you who study every word on every
page - Surely there is one of you out
there? — will have seen the mention of a
coconut shy on page 19.

The first coconut shys appeared at fairs
and fetes towards the end of the
Victorian era. They were an evolution
of Aunt Sally, a game usually played in
pub gardens and fairgrounds, in which
players throw sticks or battens at a
ball, known as a 'dolly' balanced on top
of a stick; traditionally, a model of an
old woman's head was sometimes
used for this.

The etymology of shy is to throw, and
to hopefully knock the coconut from
the cup, and claim it as a prize.

Participants are usually given three
wooden balls, but sometimes more are
required for a competitive dad, or
particularly persistent child.

Coconuts were exotic prizes for the
Victorians, coming from far away
places of Empire in India and South
East Asia, though found in most
subtropical regions today.

It’s likely they were no easier to break
open back then, as they are now. If you
do win one, be sure to let us know!
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Tester&Jones™

Your local independent funeral service

Tel 01892 611811
(24 hours)

Crowborough’s SAIF

Approved Funeral Directors

= Your local independent funeral director - Supporting families
in Crowborough and its surrounding villages for 20 years.

= We are a proud and active member of SAIF, the association
for independent funeral directors.

m We adhere to SAIF’s strict Code of Practice - so you can
always be sure of our care and professionalism.

= We can take your call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
From that first phone call to after the funeral service, we will
be by your side.

m We offer funerals to suit every budget, including
direct cremations.

m After a funeral has taken place, our families benefit from our
friendly and dedicated Bereavement Group, and free
bereavement support through SAIF Care if required.

SAILF
INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

London Road, Crowborough
East Sussex, TN6 2TT

information@testerandjones.co.uk www.testerandjones.co.uk




Local Information

Kings’ Hall, Withyham chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

bookings @withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
Rick Hunnam
Mrs Meg Stafford

venues4hire.org/venue/details4815
Mrs Ruth Gubbins
blackhamvillagehall@gmail.com

Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice
Withgham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD

Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH

Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher)

Withyham Art Group
Dorset Arms Angling Club  Keith Grose
Withyham Cricket Club Peter Hamerton
Linda Weekes

Citizens Advice Crowborough

Withyham Parish Charity
Trust providing financial help for those in need
Applications should be made to Gilly Halcrow

Withyham Parish Council (WPC)
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
WPC Office hours: Monday

Tuesday - Friday*
*closed on Wednesdays during school holidays.

Chairman:
Lettings:

Blackham Village Hall
Bookings:

Ali Hunnam

Blackham Country Players

12:00 - 17:00
09:30 - 12:00

Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem)
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)

Waste collection queries

Trading Standards

Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

01892 770347
07972 161243

07890 303791

01892 863326

01892 652233
01892 603131
01892 770307
01892 770347
01892 652631
01892 655932
01892 740261
08082 787811

01892 770607

01892 864557

03456 080193
01243 642222
03456 080193
03456 080197

Magazine Editor Robert Veitch  withyham.mag@gmail.com

Advertising Meg Stafford  megstafford@me.com
Distribution Janet Funnell  janet.funnell@btinternet.com
Circulation 375

07972 161243
01892 663512

Printed by EMS Ltd, East Grinstead — 01342 323700




