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Steve, Tonbridge

amoracare.co.uk        Premium Home Care with Love

“We only have positive things to say about the care Amora has
provided to our mum over the past 18 months.”

Personal care  
Dementia care 
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

There is no place like home...

Home Care Designed to be as Unique
as You Are. 

Book a free assessment on 01892 336842
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The	Dorset	Arms,	Withyham	
A	16th	Century	Inn,	open	seven	days	a	
week,	serving	excellent	local	seasonal	

produce	and	offering	traditional	
hospitality	in	the	heart	of	the	Sussex	

Tel:		01892	770278	
www.dorset-arms.co.uk		

enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

OUR COPY DEADLINE 
IS THE 20TH DAY OF 

THE PRECEDING 
MONTH 

withyham.mag@gmail.com



5

From	the	Rectory	

Dear	Friends,	

August	is	often	a	slightly	different	month,	and	a	time	to	relax	or	break	off	from	
normal	routines.	If	we	do	go	away	anywhere	on	holiday,	many	head	for	the	
coast.	As	a	child,	my	parents	used	to	take	us	to	the	northwest	Highlands	of	
Scotland.	However,	after	one	year	when	we	suffered	18	wet	days	in	21,	they	
decided	to	alternate	with	the	West	Country.	

The	sea	has	certain	qualities	which	no	lake	or	river	can	begin	to	emulate,	with	the	
constantly	changes	of	light	at	different	times	of	day.	By	the	sea,	we	can	be	
reminded	of	the	sheer	beauty	of	God’s	creation;	but	also	of	its	power,	and	of	
how	insignificant	we	are	in	comparison.	Whilst	younger	children	love	to	race	into	
the	sea,	as	we	get	older	many	of	us	prefer	to	just	look	at	the	sea	rather	than	
spending	time	in	it.	Our	Island	Nation	is	blessed	with	a	varied	coastline	–	great	
contrasts	between	our	South	Coast	of	white	cliffs,	river	estuaries,	sandy	beaches	
and	urban	seafronts	or,	say,	North	and	South	Cornwall…	we	are	so	fortunate.	

Many	poets	have	attempted	to	capture	these	things.	In	1882	Christina	Rossetti	
wrote	a	short	three-verse	poem	entitled	Birchington	Churchyard	which	was	
published	in	The	Athenaeum.	She	composed	it	in	memory	of	her	brother,	the	
artist	and	poet	Dante	Gabriel	Rossetti,	who	died	on	Easter	Sunday,	9th	April	1882.	
He	is	buried	in	the	Churchyard	at	Birchington,	just	west	of	Margate	on	the	North	
Kent	coast,	near	the	south	door	of	the	Church.	

A	lowly	hill	which	overlooks	a	flat,	
Half	sea,	half	countryside;	

A	flat-shored	sea	of	low-voiced	creeping	tide,	
Over	a	chalky,	weedy	mat.	

A	hill	of	hillocks,	flowery	and	kept	green	
Round	crosses	raised	for	hope,	

With	many-tinted	sunsets	where	the	slope	
Faces	the	lingering	western	sheen.	

A	lowly	hope,	a	height	that	is	but	low,	
While	Time	sets	solemnly,	

While	the	tide	rises	of	Eternity,	
Silent	and	neither	swift	nor	slow.	

Whatever	your	August	brings,	may	it	be	a	peaceful	one.	
James	Campbell
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Churchwardens’	Notes	
by	Gilly	Halcrow	&	Jane	Osman	

July	started	with	our	Church	and	
Village	Fête,	and	this	year	we	were	
lucky	with	the	weather,	which	meant	
that	the	visitor	numbers	were	high.	
The	dog	show	was	a	success	as	was	
the	bird	display,	the	children’s	races	
and	the	May	Pole	dancing,	performed	
by	children	from	St.	Michael’s	Primary	
School.	All	the	stalls	were	kept	busy	
and	gross	income	was	in	the	region	of	
£9,500,	which	will	be	distributed	
between	the	village	and	the	Church.	

The	Pet	Service,	outside	the	Rectory,	
took	place	on	19th	July,	on	yet	another	
lovely	summer’s	day,	with	dogs	of	all	
shapes	and	sizes,	each	introduced	to	
the	congregation	during	the	Service.	

We	both	attended	the	Archdeacon's	
Visitation	and	the	swearing	in	of	
Churchwardens	on	the	29th	July,	and	as	
Jane	is	our	new	Churchwarden	this	
was	her	first	time.	

New	red	carpet	has	been	laid	in	front	
of	the	altar,	and	new	red	curtains	are	
being	made	for	the	Belfry,	with	both	
replacing	old,	faded	predecessors.	

If	you	are	not	already	aware,	James	
and	Mary	Campbell	will	be	with	us	for	
a	while	longer,	before	their	departure	
to	Scotland,	with	James’s	final	Service	
on	Sunday	31st	January	2027.		

Groombridge, 
Ages 1 to 4 

LET YOUR CHILD’S DANCE
JOURNEY START HERE

Watch them twirl, smile, twinkle, and shine 

PRE SCHOOL
DANCE CLASSES

Scan to explore!



 

7

Parish	Registers	–	July	2026	

No	entries	month.	

Church	Calendar		–		August	2026	
St.	Michael	and	All	Angels,	Withyham,	with	All	Saints,	Blackham	

All	services	at	Withyham	unless	stated	

Sunday	2nd	–	9th	after	Trinity	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong	

Sunday	9th	–	10th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Matins	

Sunday	16th	–	11th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Matins	

Sunday	23rd	–	12th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Matins	

Sunday	30th	–	13th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Matins,	Blackham	

Sunday	6th	Sep	–	14th	after	Trinity	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong

Our	Departure	
by	James	Campbell	

On	12th	July	I	announced	that,	for	a	variety	of	reasons,	Mary	and	I	have	
delayed	our	departure	from	St.	Michael	and	All	Angels,	Withyham,	and	All	
Saints,	Blackham,	until	the	New	Year.	We	can	now	celebrate	Christmas	
together.	My	last	Sunday	will	be	on	31st	January,	and	we	plan	to	move	to	
Scotland	at	the	beginning	of	March.



 

8

10% discount on initial osteopathy consultation
Quote REALIGN10 when booking

Gaywood Farm, Hole Lane, Edenbridge, TN8 6SL

www.realign-osteo.co.uk
Clinic and home services available

•  Management of arthritis
•  Muscle strains/joint sprains
•  Spinal disc complaints

•  Tension headaches
•  Back pain
•  Whiplash
•  Sports injuries

Osteopathy can treat and manage complaints such as:

Osteopathy and personal training in
Edenbridge and surrounding areas


