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The Parish of St Michael & All Angels, Withyham,
with All Saints, Blackham

www.withyhamchurch.org
Rector The Rev. Canon James Campbell

The Rectory, Withyham, TN7 4BA 
withyhamrector@gmail.com

01892 770069

Churchwarden Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882

Churchwarden Mrs Gilly Halcrow	 01342 826183

Sexton & Verger Mr John Collins 01892 662389

Licensed Reader Mr Donald Yonge 07872 529740

Organist Mrs Sue Stone,
GRSM ARCM DipEd

01892 770978

Deputy Organist Mr Peter Ellefsen,
BSc CEng MIEE

01892 653965

Bell Tower Captain Contact Mrs Gilly Halcrow 01342 826183

Hon. Treasurer Mrs Anne Barker

Hon. Secretary Mrs Alison Hunnam 01892 770347

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer

Mr Donald Yonge
safeguarding.withyhamchurch@gmail.com 

07872 529740

Blackham Church Mrs Sue Schooling 01892 740397

Withyham Flower Guild Mrs Jill Pardey 01892 661882

Withyham Altar Linen Mrs Diane Pedder 01892 770240

Withyham Church 
Cleaning Rota

Mrs Anne Radford 01892 770021

Family Support Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780

Church Administrator Mrs Bridget Clayton
withyhamchurch@gmail.com

07775 864310

mailto:safeguarding.withyhamchurch@gmail.com
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The	Dorset	Arms,	Withyham	
A	16th	Century	Inn,	open	seven	days	a	
week,	serving	excellent	local	seasonal	

produce	and	offering	traditional	
hospitality	in	the	heart	of	the	Sussex	

Tel:		01892	770278	
www.dorset-arms.co.uk		

enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk At Hestia, we specialise in luxury home
renovations, offering a stress-free, end-to-
end experience. From initial design to
final finishes, we manage every detail so
you don’t have to.

info@homehestia.co.uk

www.homehestia.co.uk

@myhomehestia

NEW BUILD • RENOVATION • DESIGN
CONVERSION • EXTENSION

ADVISORY • OPEN PLAN • LANDSCAPE 

Complimentary consultations with 10%
OFF for Withyham & Blackham residents

THINKING OF
SELLING YOUR
HOME
THIS NEW
YEAR?

i
01892 515188

FOR SALE

GET IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY TO BOOK IN A
FREE, NO OBLIGATION MARKET APPRAISAL !

KMJPROPERTY.CO.UKSALES@KMJPROPERTY.CO.UK

SCAN ME TO FIND OUT THE
VALUE OF YOUR HOME! 

i iTO LET
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From	the	Rectory	

Dear	Friends,	

‘And	is	it	true?	And	is	it	true,	this	most	tremendous	tale	of	all,	Seen	in	a	stained-
glass	window’s	hue,	a	baby	in	an	ox’s	stall?	The	maker	of	the	stars	and	sea,	become	
a	child	on	earth	for	me?’	

The	more	mature	readers	may	know	that	these	lines	come	from	John	Betjeman’s	
poem	‘Christmas’.	The	one-time	Poet	Laureate,	knighted	in	1969,	campaigner	and	
TV	personality	died	in	1984.	He	grew	up	attending	church	but	lost	his	faith	at	
boarding	school	and	refused	to	be	confirmed.	He	came	back	to	faith	whilst	at	
university,	drawn	particularly	to	the	Anglo-Catholic	High	Church	end	of	the	C	of	E.	

Betjeman	once	said,	“The	one	fundamental	thing	is	that	Christ	was	God…	Really	I	
don’t	think	life	would	be	worth	living	if	it	weren’t	true.”	This	emphasis	on	Jesus	
living	as	a	man	who	came	earth	runs	through	all	his	religious	poetry	and	appears	
at	the	climax	of	‘Christmas’	which	ends,	‘That	God	was	man	in	Palestine	and	lives	
today	in	bread	and	wine.’	

John	Betjeman	believed	that	the	presence	of	God	could	be	revealed	in	the	whole	
of	life.	He	wrestled	with	the	conflicts	between	his	Christian	beliefs	and	his	
doubts.	He	had	a	lifelong	fear	of	death	but	used	to	sit	with	dying	patients	at 
St.	Barts	Hospital	holding	their	hands.	Those	visits	helped	him	come	to	terms	
issues	in	his	own	life	and	strengthened	his	belief	that	God	can	be	experienced	in	
the	unlikeliest	of	places.	

He	once	wrote	to	his	friend,	John	Sparrow,	“My	view	of	the	world	is	that	man	is	
born	to	fulfil	the	purposes	of	his	Creator,	to	stand	in	awe	of	him	and	to	dread	him.”	
He	added	that	in	this	way	he	differed	from	most	poets	of	his	generation	who	
were	agnostics	and	had	the	idea	that	humans	are	either	‘the	centre	of	the	
Universe	or	a	helpless	bubble	blown	about	by	uncontrolled	forces’.	

John	Betjeman	constantly	celebrated	God’s	presence	in	the	natural	world,	in	
ancient	church	buildings	which	he	enjoyed	visiting,	and	in	the	hearts	and	minds	
of	believers	and	doubters	everywhere.	In	his	writing	he	profoundly	influenced	a	
generation	in	the	way	people	looked	at	their	surroundings,	and	by	his	sharing	of	
his	own	beliefs	hopes	and	fears,	encouraging	his	readers	to	look	afresh	at	their	
own	attitudes	and	beliefs.	He	can	still	speak	today	to	a	younger	generation	who	
ask,	And	is	it	true?	And	is	it	true,	this	most	tremendous	tale	of	all…	

Happy	Christmas…	when	it	comes.	

James	Campbell
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Churchwardens’	Notes	
by	Jill	Pardey	&	Gilly	Halcrow	

We	experienced	a	busy	November	at	
St.	Michael	&	All	Angels,	Withyham	
and	All	Saints,	Blackham.	

On	2nd	November	an	All	Souls	Day	
Service	was	held	at	Withyham.	This	is	a	
service	held	for	family	and	friends	who	
have	sadly	lost	loved	ones	during	the	
year	and	had	their	funeral	services	in	
the	Parish.	The	service	is	not	primarily	
for	the	current	year	but	also	to	
remember	those	lost	from	the	past,	
and	all	were	welcome.	A	list	of	those	
we	wished	to	remember	was	read	out	
and	as	in	previous	years,	this	was	a	
healing	and	moving	service.		

Remembrance	Sunday	happened	on	
9th	November	with	another	moving	
service	at	Withyham.	The	names	of	
those	killed	in	WWI	and	WWII	were	
read	out	by	our	Patron.	After	that	a	
short	service	was	held	at	the	Lych	Gate	
at	Blackham,	this	time	with	James	
Castle	lowering	the	flag	at	the	
appropriate	time,	in	the	middle	of	the	
road,	stopping	the	traffic.		

The	Autumn	Churchyard	clear	up	took	
place	on	Saturday	22nd	November,	and	
mainly	involved	leaf	sweeping	in	some	
very	seasonal	rain!	The	following	day,	
Will	Hazelwood,	the	Bishop	of	Lewes,	
was	very	warmly	welcomed	to	
Withyham	and	conducted	the	Holy	
Communion	Service.	

Traditional Mole, 
Mice, Mink, Rabbit & 

Squirrel Catcher	
Traditional methods only 

No poisons used 

PETER 
KING 

01892 520287 
07432 813614 

pkingmoles@outlook.com

TN7
ARCHITECTURE

Ready to discuss your project?

07894448968

charlie@tn7architecture.co.uk

www.tn7architecture.co.uk

Architectural design services 
tailored to suit your requirements. 

Based in Hartfield, covering 

projects across Kent, Sussex, and 

the surrounding areas.
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Church	Calendar		–		December	2025	
St.	Michael	and	All	Angels,	Withyham,	with	All	Saints,	Blackham	

All	services	at	Withyham	unless	stated	

Sunday	7th	–	2nd	in	Advent		 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong	

Sunday	14th	–	3rd	in	Advent	 6.30	pm	 Carol	Service,	Withyham	

Saturday	20th	 6.00	pm	 Carol	Singing,	Buckhurst	Park	

Sunday	21st	–	4th	in	Advent	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Christingle	Service	
	 6.30	pm	 Carol	Service,	Blackham	

Monday	22nd	 6.30	pm	 The	Real	Nativity	

Wednesday	24th	–	Christmas	Eve		4.00	pm	 Crib	Service	
	 11.00	pm	 Midnight	Communion	

Thursday	25th	–	Christmas	Day	 11.00	am	 Christmas	Day	Service,	followed	
	 	 by	a	short	Communion	

Sunday	28th	–	1st	after	Christmas	 11.00	am	 Matins	

This	issue	of	the	Parish	Magazine	is	the	last	until	February	2026,	as	it	allows	the	
editorial,	finance	and	distribution	team,	all	of	whom	are	volunteers,	

a	well	earned	break	over	the	festive	period.	
We	will	be	back	and	raring	to	go	in	the	New	Year.	
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Church	Calendar		–		January	2026	
St.	Michael	and	All	Angels,	Withyham,	with	All	Saints,	Blackham	

All	services	at	Withyham	unless	stated	

Sunday	4th	–	2nd	after	Christmas	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong	

Sunday	11th	–	1st	after	Epiphany	 11.00	am	 Plough	Sunday	Service	

Sunday	18th	–	2nd	after	Epiphany	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Matins	

Sunday	25th	–	3rd	after	Epiphany	 11.00	am	 Matins	

Sunday	1st	February	–	4th	after	Epiphany	
	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 CandlemasEvensong	

The	next	service	at	Blackham	will	be	on	29th	March	

Parish	Registers	–	November	2025	
Baptism	

On	26th	October	the	christening	of	Alfred	Charles	Willoughby	Spencer	LYTTON,	
son	of	Camilla	and	Christopher,	took	place	at	St.	Michael	and	All	Angels 
Church,	Withyham.	

Marriage	

On	1st	November	the	Service	of	Blessing	following	the	marriage	of	Quinten	and	
Sindy	WARING	took	place	at	St.	Michael	and	All	Angels	Church,	Withyham.	

Funeral	

On	19th	November	the	funeral	of	Derek	William	MUMFORD	who	died	on	30th	
October	aged	96	took	place	at	St.	Michael	and	All	Angels	Church,	Withyham,	
followed	by	cremation	at	the	Kent	&	Sussex	Crematorium,	Tunbridge	Wells.	
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Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead

Çrëåtïvë Dësïgñ & Prïñt
Small format

business & private stationery, 
cards, order of service, 

high end brochures. 

Large format
scanning & printing of plans,  
colourful posters & banners, 

outdoor signage. 

Free onsite parking.
Walk in customers are always welcome or 

telephone to make an appointment.

Celebrating Christmas 2025 
Withyham & Blackham Churches 

Sunday 14th Dec.  6.30pm: Carol Service, Withyham 
Saturday 20th Dec.  6.00pm: Carol Singing, Buckhurst Park 

Sunday 21st Dec.  11.00am: Christingle Nativity Service, Withyham 
6.30pm: Carol Service, Blackham 

Monday 22nd Dec.  6.30pm: The Real Nativity, Withyham 
Wednesday 24th Dec.  4.00pm: Crib Service, Withyham 

11.00pm: ‘Midnight’ Communion, Withyham 
Thursday 25th Dec.  11.00am: Christmas Day Service, Withyham 

followed by short Communion 
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Family	Support	Work  
November	2025	update	

by	Hannah	Rothwell, 
FSW	Digital	Fundraising	&	
Communications	Executive	

Dear	Friends,	

In	November,	things	really	began	to	ramp	up	as	we	prepare	for	Christmas	in	the	
Food	Bank.	The	seasons	shift	quickly	from	harvest	food	to	turkeys,	gift	deliveries	
and	festive	planning.	Soon	we	will	be	snowed	under	with	generous	donations	
from	our	supporters.	If	you	would	like	to	help,	please	check	our	website	or	social	
media	for	the	items	we	currently	need.	

We	are	keen	to	share	some	highlights	from	our	work	with	families	in	October,	
which	was	an	encouraging	month	for	Family	Support	Work.	Our	main	family	
event	took	place	at	Berwick	Church	during	half	term,	and	despite	the	rain,	it	was	
wonderfully	well	attended.	Families	enjoyed	a	thoughtful	blend	of	outdoor	walks	
and	creative	indoor	activities,	including	stained-glass	card	making,	decorated	
candles,	Christmas	crackers,	clay	modelling	and	decoupage.	A	warm	lunch	of	
cottage	pie,	and	delicious	cakes	provided	by	the	church	made	the	day	feel	
especially	welcoming.	Many	families	expressed	heartfelt	thanks	for	the	event	
and	shared	how	much	it	meant	to	them.	

Alongside	this,	our	practitioners	continued	their	vital	
one-to-one	support	with	families.	Richard,	our	
practitioner	in	Uckfield	and	Rotherfield,	reported	
working	with	primary	school	children,	many	living	with	
Autism,	ADHD,	anxiety	or	low	self-esteem.	With	village	
schools	often	short	on	funding,	FSW	remains	essential	in	
bridging	this	gap,	offering	tailored	emotional	and	
practical	support	where	statutory	waiting	lists	are	long.
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Regain independence and
peace of mind with our

premium home care.

01892 336 842
Book a Free Assessment Today

www.amoracare.co.uk

Personal Care
Companionship
Dementia Care

Live-in and Nights
Post-Hospital Care
Therapy dog visits

October’s	work	in	numbers	
•	 230	visits	to	families	
•	 677	phone	calls	or	remote	support	to	275	adults	and	189	children	
•	 63	supported	meetings	with	other	agencies	
•	 54	group	sessions	held	supporting	598	adults	and	415	children	
•	 72	food	deliveries	made	

Prayer	points	
•	 Please	pray	for	families	facing	long	delays	on	what	can	feel	like	endless	

waiting	lists	for	support	for	their	children	
•	 As	winter	arrives,	please	pray	for	provision	and	practical	help	for	families	

experiencing	financial	difficulties	
• For	our	staff;	for	good	health,	strength	and	energy	throughout	the	

winter	months,	so	they	can	continue	supporting	families	well	

Contact	me	at		hannah@familysupportwork.org.uk		or	on	01273	832963
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Notes	From	Withyham	Parish	Council	

Withyham	Parish	Council	serves	residents	of	Blackham,  
New	Groombridge	(the	East	Sussex	side	of	the	River	Grom),	
Marden’s	Hill	(St	John’s,	Crowborough)	and	Withyham.	

Full	action	from	this	meeting	is	available	at		www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk		
and		www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil 
Minutes	can	also	be	obtained	from	the	Clerk	via	the	Parish	Office	on 
01892	864557	or		clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk		

Join	Our	Friendly	Speed	Watch	Team	–	Withyham	Parish	Council	supports	Speed	Watch,	
a	friendly	community	project	helping	to	keep	our	roads	safe.	Small	teams	of	local	
volunteers	use	radar	speed	guns	at	police	approved	sites	to	remind	drivers	to	slow	down.	
No	fines	are	issued	but	letters	are	sent	to	raise	awareness	and	encourage	safer	driving.	
Volunteering	is	sociable,	rewarding,	and	a	great	way	to	help	your	community.	If	you	are	
Interested,	get	in	touch	to	find	out	more.

Thermal	Imaging	Camera	Loan	Scheme	–	Residents	are	invited	to	borrow	the	camera	to	
identify	areas	of	heat	loss	in	their	homes,	helping	to	make	properties	warmer	and	more	
energy	efficient.	The	scheme	is	free	to	use,	and	the	camera	can	be	borrowed	for	a	short	
period.	If	you’d	like	to	book	a	slot	or	find	out	more,	please	contact	the	Parish	Office.		

Join	Our	Amblers	Team	–	Do	you	enjoy	connecting	with	the	outdoors?	Are	you	friendly,	
reliable,	and	a	good	leader?	You	could	join	our	Amblers	Team,	helping	to	lead	local	walks	
and	encourage	others	to	enjoy	our	beautiful	countryside.	It’s	a	great	way	to	meet	people	
and	stay	active!	Get	in	touch	to	find	out	more.

JOIN	US!		
We	have	a	vacancy	for	a	Parish	Councillor	to	be	filled	by	co-option.		

Parish	Councillors:		
•	Help	shape	local	services	and	projects	•	Represent	residents’	views		

•	Work	to	improve	our	parish	for	everyone	

You	don’t	need	any	special	qualifications,	just	an	interest	in	your	community	and	
a	willingness	to	get	involved.	Training	is	provided.	

For	eligibility	criteria	and	to	find	out	more	contact	the	Parish	Clerk	Kelly	Gaynor	
at	clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk	or	call	us	on	01892	864557
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KINGS’ HALL, WITHYHAM
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings, 

Anniversaries and Children’s Parties. Hire it from only £12 per hour. 
Bookings and enquiries  07972 161243  or  01892 770347  

or email Meg Stafford on  bookings@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk 
or Rick Hunnam on  chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING 
Ditching & Earth Moving 
Water Supplies & Repair 

Giles Swift Tel: 01892 864754
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The Kings’ Hall Withyham              
We are very grateful for everyone’s support but are happy 
to encourage more local people to become members and 
help our fundraising for further maintenance and improvements 
to our hall. Our numbers have risen back to 100 so a big 
THANK YOU to our new and continuing subscribers!!
Each number costs £12 per year, if you would like to join, please 
contact Rick Hunnam 07851 638634 or email chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk. 

AND THE WINNERS for   
November 2025 are:

£20 - Dave Newcombe
 £15 - John Ankersmit 
 £10 - Ralph Millington

December 2025 are:
£20 - Richard Standring

 £15 - Lyn Tier 
 £10 - Yvonne Gregory

Christmas Bonus 

£60 to Sue Stone 

100
club

Forthcoming Events 
in the Withyham Village 

What’s on? 
THE SOUP GROUP: THURSDAY 4TH, 11TH AND 18TH DECEMBER 11:00 - 14:00

FRIDAY CAFÉ: FRIDAY 12TH DECEMBER 10:30 - 12:00

THE SOUP GROUP: THURSDAY 8TH, 15TH, 22ND AND 29TH JANUARY 11:00 - 14:00

FRIDAY CAFÉ: FRIDAY 9TH JANUARY 10:30 - 12:00

QUIZ: SATURDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 19:30 FOR 20:00

Save the dates 
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KINGS’ HALL WITHYHAM

SATURDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
7.30 for 8pm start

£12 per person (includes two 
course meal)

Raffle and Bar (cash/card)
To book a table: 

call Rick on 07851 638634
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Thursdays in the Kings’ Hall, Withyham 
between 11 am & 2pm (see dates below)

We offer hot drinks all day, with a choice 
of two soups (served at 12:30) 
with a roll, tray bakes and fruit 

Come and meet and chat and/or
use the Wi-fi so the hall is your workspace

Welcome to all ages
Cost £2 per person

If you would like to help make soup, a traybake or serve drinks, 
please contact Meg Stafford 07972 161243 

or megstafford@me.com

Dates: 4 , 11  & 18  December, 8 , 15 , 22  & 29  January 5 , 12 , 19  th th th th th nd th th th th

& 26  February and 5  & 12  Marchth th th

The Soup Group
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The	Learning	Curve	
by	Lisa	Fitzsimons	

A	Governor’s	Perspective:	This	column	offers	a	glimpse	into	everyday	life	
at	Withyham	St	Michael's	Primary	School	and	this	month	we	want	to	
highlight	an	important	part	of	the	school	that	works	quietly	behind	the	
scenes:	the	governing	board.	As	a	governor,	I	feel	privileged	to	witness	
the	energy	and	enthusiasm	that	fill	the	school	throughout	the	year,	and	I	
wanted	to	share	what	makes	it	such	a	special	place	for	children	and	the	
wider	community.	

The	governing	board	plays	a	vital	role	in	supporting	the	school’s	vision,	
helping	it	thrive,	and	ensuring	every	child	gets	the	best	possible	start.	It’s	
a	responsibility	that	has	brought	me	great	personal	fulfilment.	We	work	
closely	with	the	headteacher	and	leadership	team	to	support	initiatives,	
maintain	high	standards,	manage	resources	effectively,	and	promote	the	
wellbeing	of	pupils	and	their	families.	In	doing	so,	we	help	shape	the	
school’s	future	while	ensuring	it	remains	welcoming	to	all.	

We	are	especially	proud	of	how	new	pupils	are	supported	at	every	stage,	
quickly	becoming	part	of	our	caring	school	family,	a	true	reflection	of	the	
school’s	inclusive	ethos	and	the	dedication	of	its	staff.	

Being	part	of	the	board	is	deeply	rewarding.	It	provides	a	window	into	the	
many	responsibilities	involved	in	running	a	school	today,	from	balancing	
budgets	and	resources	to	supporting	staff	and	pupils,	while	offering	the	
chance	to	use	your	skills	for	good	and	make	a	real	difference	in	local	
children’s	lives.	You	don’t	need	to	be	an	education	expert,	just	someone	
who	cares	about	helping	young	people	thrive	and	values	the 
unique	role	a	school	plays	in	a	small	village	community 
like	Withyham.	

We	currently	have	vacancies	for	both	parent	and	co-
opted	members	and	would	love	to	welcome	new	
people	to	our	friendly	team.	To	find	out	more, 
please	contact	the	school	office	at	 
office@st-michaels.e-sussex.sch.uk	
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Crowborough
01892 731082     

S O L I C I T O R S

Our Legal Services 

CARING & COMPASSIONATE
LEGAL SUPPORT FOR YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY

Authorised and regulated by the 
Solicitors Regulation Authority, 
SRA number 643261www.clairenashsolicitors.co.uk

WILLS

COURT OF 
PROTECTION

FIRST 
REGISTRATION

PROBATE EQUITY RELEASEPOWERS OF 
ATTORNEY

DIVORCE CONVEYANCING
- PROPERTY SALES

Haywards Heath
01444 417944    

We offer home appointments to suit you, be it during office hours, 
evenings or weekends. Call us to arrange a time to suit you.

We are now located at Croham Lodge, 
Croham, Crowborough, TN6 2RH
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Local, Experienced, Affordable Scaffolding Service… 
Contact Gavin on 07774 956597 
Email: gavin@hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk  
Website: www.hartfieldscaffolding.co.uk

	
	

 

Blackham	Village	Bon	Natale	Christmas	Masquerade	Party								
	

This	year…	celebrating	Christmas	in	Italian	style!		

Saturday	20th	December	at	7pm	

The	BETSI	Christmas	Party	at	the	Village	Hall	welcomes	Blackham	villagers,	along	

with	their	friends	and	families	starting	Christmas	2025	as	a	community.		

Tickets	are	£12	and	include	a	two-course	hot	Italian	meal	and	other	tasty	Italian	

treats,	raffle	ticket,	mask,	entertainment,	quiz,	and	the	usual	festive	fun.	

There	will	be	an	affordable	cash	bar,	Secret	Santa,	and	all	proceeds	go	to	the	

Blackham	Community	Fund,	which	this	year	enabled	us	to	support	the	installation	

of	a	second	defibrillator	in	the	village,	safety	signs,	children’s	Easter	Egg	Hunt,	and	

make	our	events	such	as	Firework	Night	and	the	Summer	Party	on	the	Green	

affordable	and	inclusive	for	everyone.	

This	is	a	‘ticket	only’	party.	Email:	betsi@a264.co.uk	
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Stephen Tester has served Crowborough and its surrounding communities as a funeral 
director for the last 30 years. Decades of dedication to local families has given Stephen 
a trusted reputation for his gentle, caring approach – refl ecting his belief that looking 

after families and their loved ones is a privilege that should never be taken for granted.

At Stephen Tester Funeral Directors, you can count on compassion, understanding, 
and reassurance at a time when it matters most. We know planning a funeral is never 

easy and realise the weight of responsibility. So, Stephen, along with general manager 
Kim Eastwood and funeral director Roy Bastin are able to gently guide and support 
you, every step of the way.

Stephen and the team are here for you

If you have any questions or would like to 

meet with us, either at Beacon House in 
Crowborough or somewhere more familiar 
and comfortable, please do get in touch. 
We’re always available, 24 hours a day.

01892 577166www.stephentesterifd.co.uk
Beacon House  Crowborough  TN6 2QX

A trusted name 
for over 30 years
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W Smithers and Sons 
‘Building Excellence’ since 1955 

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and 
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating. 

Covering all types of building work. 
Old Mill Yard, High Street, Cowden, Kent TN8 7JJ 

Tel:  01342 850559     Fax:  01342 850981 
colin@wsmithers.co.uk    www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk	

Removals – Storage – Self Storage – Packaging Shop 
Regular London and Home Counties Service 

Forest Row  East Sussex 
Tel : 01342 822608  Email : info@friendsremovals.co.uk 

www.friendsremovals.co.uk	

J & H FRIEND        ESTD 1860
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Groombridge	Horticultural	Society  
by	Sue	Obbard	

What	a	wonderful	year	it	has	been	for	us	gardeners.	This	December	we	are	
having	a	rest	from	organising	events,	ready	to	hit	the	ground	running	in	2026.	
Our	AGM	is	taking	place	on	15th	January,	at	7.15pm	in	the	clubroom,	where	we	
will	be	available	to	start	collecting	your	£5	annual	membership	fee.	It	promises	to	
be	an	exciting	year	because	we	have	two	new	prospective	volunteers	for	the	
committee,	really	good	speakers	lined	up,	plus	outings,	and	our	own	new	
merchandise.	At	8pm	the	AGM	will	be	followed	by	a	talk	from	Hamish	Brett	
(head	gardener	at	Scotney	Castle)	about	the	castle	and	it’s	garden.	On	19th	
February,	Fiona	Parrott	(senior	gardener	at	Sheffield	Park)	will	be	our	speaker,	
and	on	12th	March	it	will	be	Steve	Edney	(co-owner	of	the	No	Name	Nursery). 
In	the	meantime,	Happy	Christmas	everyone.	

groombridgehorticulturalsociety@gmail.com	
www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk
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Having	written	the	View	From	The	
Boundary	column	since	October	2024,	
it’s	author,	Suzanne	Whiston,	has	now	
stood	down	from	the	role.	We	thank	
her	for	her	efforts	over	this	period	and	

wish	her	well	for	the	future.	If	you	
wish	to	make	a	booking	at	the	

Blackham	sports	field	or	pavilion	for	
your	event,	please	visit	

www.ashurstvillage.org.uk

MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Hartfield: 01892 770253 

East Grinstead: 
01342 315880 

r-medhurst@hotmail.com 

Proud to have served the 
community for more than 

150 years 
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Forest Row Repair Café 

Saturday 17th January 
from 10am – 1pm 

Forest Row Community Centre, 
RH18 5DZ 

Last orders at 12:30pm 

A New Year and a hopefully new 
start for your loved but broken 

items. Bring them to us to see if we 
can give them a fresh start too!

Christmas	Tree	Recycling		
by	Richard	Moxham	

We	offer	an	eco-friendly	way	to	dispose	
of	your	Christmas	tree,	collecting	it	
from	your	home	for	recycling,	courtesy	
of	Hospice	in	the	Weald.	This	popular	
service	is	offered	to	residents	covering	
twenty	postcodes	in	West	Kent	and	
East	Sussex.	In	fact,	anyone	living	in	
any	of	the	postcodes	TN1	-	TN20	can	
take	advantage	of	this	service,	so	pass	
the	message	on	to	friends	in	the	area.	

It	could	save	time	while	raising	funds	to	
provide	free	care	for	those	facing	
terminal	illness	and	their	loved	ones. 
In	exchange	for	your	donation,	the	
Hospice	elves	will	collect	and	recycle	
your	‘finished	with’	Christmas	tree. 
No	hassle,	no	waste,	and	no	needles 
in	your	car.	

The	team	of	amazing	volunteers	will	be	
collecting	trees	from	10-12th	January.	

Please	register	via	the	Hospice’s	
website		hospiceintheweald.org.uk
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Four Elms Catering 
Karen Jackson – Proprietor 

07734 007911 
Fishersgate Cottage, Buckhurst Estate, 

TN7 4BB 
Email: jacksonk60@aol.com

THE ARTS SOCIETY  
ASHDOWN FOREST 

Thursday	11th	December	at	2pm  
Crowborough	Community	Centre,	

Boris	Anrep	and	the  
National	Gallery	Mosaics	
with	lecturer:	Lois	Oliver	

Visitors	to	the	National	Gallery	will	
find	at	their	feet	mosaics	by	Boris	
Anrep,	featuring	a	host	of	famous	

characters,	including 
Winston	Churchill,	Virginia	Woolf	

and	Greta	Garbo.	

Members	free,	guests	and	visitors	£8	

www.tasaf.org.uk
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Computer	Corner	
Privacy	in	the	Age	of	the	Pocket	Computer		by	Roger	Lyon	

Our	phones	know	a	surprising	amount	about	us	–	
where	we	go,	who	we	call,	and	what	we	browse.	They	
are	marvels	of	modern	life,	yet	behind	their	
convenience	runs	a	quiet	stream	of	data	flowing	
outwards,	often	without	our	notice.	

Every	smartphone	collects	information	to	make	things	
easier:	location	for	maps,	Bluetooth	for	earphones,	Wi-Fi	for	quick	connections,	
permissions	so	apps	can	use	the	camera	or	contacts.	Each	request	feels	harmless,	
but	together	they	build	a	detailed	picture	of	our	habits.	Some	data	helps	improve	
services;	some	simply	feeds	advertising	engines.	Either	way,	it’s	easy	to	forget	
how	much	our	pocket	computers	are	talking	behind	our	backs.	

The	good	news	is	that	protecting	your	privacy	doesn’t	require	technical	skill	–	
just	a	little	attention.	In	your	phone’s	Settings	→	Privacy	and	Security,	review	
Location	Services	and	decide	which	apps	truly	need	them.	The	weather	app	
might,	the	shopping	app	probably	doesn’t.	Where	possible,	choose	‘While	Using	
the	App’	rather	than	‘Always’	so	tracking	stops	when	you	close	it.	

Next,	check	Bluetooth	and	Wi-Fi	scanning.	Phones	can	keep	searching	for	
networks	even	when	those	switches	look	‘off’	–	disable	this	in	advanced	settings.	
Look	through	App	Permissions	and	remove	access	to	the	camera,	microphone,	or	
contacts	for	anything	unnecessary.	Ten	quiet	minutes	doing	this	is	the	digital	
equivalent	of	locking	the	garden	gate.	

Modern	phones	also	include	privacy	dashboards	
that	show	how	often	each	app	uses	sensitive	
data.	Seeing	this	at	a	glance	can	be	enlightening	
–	and	a	reminder	to	tidy	up	permissions	now	
and	then.Over	the	last	years	privacy	has	become	
less	about	secrecy	and	more	about	
housekeeping:	small,	regular	actions	that	keep	
our	digital	life	in	order.	Your	phone	is	more	of	an	
assistant	than	a	mirror.	It	reflects	your	habits,	
but	you	decide	what	it	should	show.	
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HEVER LANDSCAPES LTD 
We offer year-round garden management, regular garden maintenance or a one-off 

garden tidy/clearance, grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting, leaf clearing 
vegetable patch construction, chicken runs, compost bins, and commercial contracts 
We also offer complete landscaping projects, such as patios, paths, retaining walls, all types of 
fencing, planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing, water features, wooden garden structures, tree 

surgery, hedge laying and woodland management or clearance. 
  01892 740133    www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

  07909 916909    karl.hever.landscapes@gmail.com	

ADAM C WILES
Quality Carpentry and Building  –  Established 30 Years

All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions

Withyham, East Sussex
Tel: 01892 770554   Mob: 07818 434506   wilesbuild@sky.com

Matt Raybone
Painter & Decorator

07852 442337
mattraybone@icloud.com

Hartfield	Playschool	
Founded	in	1965,	Hartfield	Playschool	is	set	in	

The	Old	Station,	with	beautiful	extensive	
gardens.	We	take	children	aged	2-5	years.  

Open	9am	–	3pm,	Monday	–	Friday, 
term	time	only.	Tel:		01892	770830  

www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk	
office@hartfieldplayschool.co.uk	

07490 550 559 
Nickalls-decor@outlook.com 

All	your	painting	and	decorating	needs.	Interior/	Exterior,	
domestic	&	commercial.	Wallpapering,	dustless	sanding,	
period	properties,	modern	properties,	joinery	painting,	

restoring	old	woodwork,	windows	and	more.	Free	quotes.	
Uckfield,	Tunbridge	Wells,	East	Grinstead	and	surrounding	

areas.	

Search	Nickalls	Decor	on	Facebook	or	Instagram.		
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The	Final	Word…on	Christmas	ads	
by	Robert	Veitch	

It	seems	this	Christmas,	the	festive	TV	
advert	that’s	capturing	the	nation’s	
zeitgeist	hails	from	Waitrose.	You	know	
the	one,	a	mini	rom-com	featuring	
Keira	Knightly	and	Joe	Wilkinson,	who	
bond	over	Sussex	Charmer	cheese.	

I	can’t	say	I’ve	bumped	into	either	of	
them	in	my	local	Waitrose,	although	
Joe	Wilkinson	and	I	share	the	same	
school,	though	different	vintages.	In	
our	local	Waitrose	you	won’t	even	see	
local	acting	royalty	in	the	form	of	Cate	
Blanchett,	because	she’s	definitely	a	
Tesco	girl.	The	highest	rated	celebrity	
supermarket	encounter	I’ve	managed	
was	Kerry	Katona	in	Morrisons,	in	her	
pyjamas,	more	than	once.	But	she	was	
always	very	friendly	–	albeit	Dairylea	
cheese	triangles	over	Sussex	Charmer.	

At	the	Boots	tills	at	Gatwick	Airport, 
I	did	once	turn	to	look	at	the	lady	next	
to	me,	also	purchasing	miniature	
toiletries,	and	it	was	the	lovely	Anthea	
Turner	(remember	her?).	We	had	‘a	
swooning	moment’	but	it	was	brief,	
and	she	couldn’t	pay	fast	enough.	We	
‘shared’	the	same	flight	to	Edinburgh,	
but	at	different	ends	of	the	aircraft.	

If	any	reader	manages	‘a	moment’	
bonding	with	Santa	over	some	Gruyère	
or	Roquefort	during	December,	be	sure	
to	let	us	know	and	we’ll	sign	you	up	for	
the	Lapland	2026	campaign! 

Come and enjoy your 
fishing with CDAA 

We	welcome	everyone	regardless	of	age	
or	ability,	and	encompass	a	

thriving	junior	section.	Our	waters	suit	
pleasure	and	specimen	fishing	across	

Sussex	and	Kent,	from	half	acre	ponds	to	
a	reservoir,	plus	rivers	and	canal. 

Matches	take	place	throughout	the	year.	
You	won't	be	disappointed.	

www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

http://www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk
http://www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk
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Tel 01892 611811
(24 hours)

information@testerandjones.co.uk    www.testerandjones.co.uk

London Road, Crowborough
East Sussex, TN6 2TT

� Your local independent funeral director - Supporting families
in Crowborough and its surrounding villages for 20 years.

� We are a proud and active member of SAIF, the association
for independent funeral directors.

� We adhere to SAIF’s strict Code of Practice - so you can
always be sure of our care and professionalism.

� We can take your call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
From that first phone call to after the funeral service, we will
be by your side.

� We offer funerals to suit every budget, including
direct cremations.

� After a funeral has taken place, our families benefit from our
friendly and dedicated Bereavement Group, and free
bereavement support through SAIF Care if required.

Crowborough’s SAIF
Approved Funeral Directors



Local Information
Kings’ Hall, Withyham

Chairman:
Lettings:

chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
bookings@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
Rick Hunnam
Mrs Meg Stafford

01892 770347
07972 161243

Blackham Village Hall
Bookings:

venues4hire.org/venue/details4815
Mrs Ruth Gubbins
blackhamvillagehall@gmail.com

07890 303791

Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice
Withyham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD

01892 863326

Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH 01892 652233
Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough 01892 603131
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307
Withyham Art Group Ali Hunnam 01892 770347
Dorset Arms Angling Club Keith Grose 01892 652631
Withyham Cricket Club Peter Hamerton 01892 655932
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261
Citizens Advice Crowborough 08082 787811
Withyham Parish Charity 

Trust providing financial help for those in need
Applications should be made to Gilly Halcrow 01342 826183

Withyham Parish Council (WPC)
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
WPC Office hours: Monday 12:00 - 17:00

Tuesday - Friday* 09:30 - 12:00
*closed on Wednesdays during school holidays.

01892 864557

Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem)
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)
Waste collection queries
Trading Standards
Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

03456 080193
01243 642222 
03456 080193 
03456 080197 

Magazine Editor Robert Veitch withyham.mag@gmail.com
Advertising Meg Stafford megstafford@me.com 07972 161243
Distribution Janet Funnell janet.funnell@btinternet.com 01892 663512
Circulation 375

Printed by EMS Ltd, East Grinstead – 01342 323700

http://eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

