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Home Care Designed to be as Unique
as You Are.

Personal care I Trustpilot
Dementia care EAEAESEEES Rated “Excelient”
Live-in and night care Qgg;neg;;g'ﬁgg
Post-discharge care

“We only have positive things to say about the care Amora has
provided to our mum over the past 18 months.”

Steve, Tonbridge % % % % *

Book a free assessment on 01892 336842

amoracare.co.uk Premium Home Care with Love
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The Dorset Arms, Withyham

A 16th Century Inn, open seven days a
week, serving excellent local seasonal
produce and offering traditional

DRAGONFLY FARM
FARM SHOP & CAFE

hospitality in the heart of the Sussex TUESDAY - SATURDAY
8.30AM - 5PM
Tel: 01892 770278 SUNDAY
www.dorset-arms.co.uk 10AM - 4BM

enquiri

iy

es@dorsetarms.co.uk
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« LOCAL PRODUCE

« HOMEMA

e FAMILY FRIENDLY

LANGTON ROAD
SPELDHURST
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SAXON LOGS

SEASONED LOGS-KINDLING-FORESTRY

07760 776 770




From the Rectory

Dear Friends,

On 15t August the Catholic Church celebrated one of festivals remembering
Mary, the mother of Jesus. In his address, Pope Leo said that Mary ‘teaches us
that our true beauty does not lie in hiding the signs of ageing, but in revealing the
signs of love that never end.” He quoted 1 Corinthians 13 - part of that reading we
often hear at weddings — that ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails’.

The Pope went on, ‘With this in mind, we are invited to re-examine many of the
aesthetic standards, predominantly hedonistic and consumerist in nature, that the
world imposes on us. These standards risk trapping us in burdensome expectations,
causing us to waste precious energy on what does not really matter and does not
last forever. In everyday life, we encounter people whose faces are marked by the
years and by suffering, yet who are capable of radiating serenity, kindness and
peace around them; just as we may observe others who are perhaps outwardly
attractive but hard and cold at heart. It is easy to see where true beauty lies and
where, on the other hand, there is still a need for conversion, forgiveness

and healing.

If we truly wish to discover and nurture the divine beauty that surrounds us and for
which we were made, and to share it with those around us, we must learn to see it
in the wrinkles of an elderly person as in the tender face of a child as well, in the
maturity of an adult as in the liveliness of a young person as well, in work clothes
and tools as well as in festive decorations. We must listen to the unique love stories
that each of these realities tells us, recognising in them small glimpses of heaven.

Love is humanity’s most beautiful adornment. Love transfigures, transforms,
ennobles and lifts us up, making us light, free and close to God, even amid life’s ups
and downs.’

As the Pope reminds us, the search for ‘true beauty’ can be found just as much in
someone like my mother-in-law, who celebrates her 100th birthday this month, as
in our latest grandchild, two-month-old Haleluya, even though it’s the latter who
may attract more interest.

James Campbell

5



LET YOUR CHILD'S DANCE
JOURNEY START HERE

Woatch them twirl, smile, twinkle, and shine

PRE SCHOOL p
DANCE CLASSES/

Scan to explore!

Groombridge,
Ages1to 4

’> JUST DANCE

R L Computer 1
Solutions

More than 90% of issues resolved

onsite within 1 hour

<p

Appointment at your premises - no
waiting around

C)

Mac and Windows

&
an
[ ]}

Home and small business support

Installation, upgrades & repairs
including malware / virus removal

Speed-up & performance solutions
Safeguard your photos & documents
Data recovery and transfer

Tuition from experienced teacher

g EhoY )] I

High quality broadband

07982 710977
roger@ricomputersolutions.co.uk
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Churchwardens’ Notes
by Gilly Halcrow & Jane Osman

Although August was a quieter month
with families away on holiday, Services
continued at our two Churches. One
baptism took place, plus a wedding at
Blackham with another at Withyham.
These are such beautiful, flower filled
Churches to get married in.

All the necessary permissions have
now been received for repairing the
roof and gutters above the Lady
Chapel, plus the redecoration of the
two dormer windows. Two bat surveys
have taken place during the spring and
summer and, although the roofers will
have to take care not to disturb any
bats, we can go ahead, hopefully
during October.

The framed War Memorial in Blackham
Church has had a facelift and is looking
smart and is back in its usual place.

To end on a sad note, many of you will
be aware Sue Skinner died during
August. She was a member of the
choir and had a special affection for
Blackham Church
where she would
oftenread a
lesson. It is
heartbreaking to
lose a lovely

friend far too early.




Church Calendar - September 2026
St. Michael and All Angels, Withyham, with All Saints, Blackham

All services at Withyham unless stated

Sunday 6th - 14th after Trinity  9.45am  Zoom
11.00am  Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong

Sunday 13th - 15th after Trinity 11.00am  Matins
4.00pm  Service of Wholeness & Healing

Sunday 20th - 16th after Trinity 9.45am  Zoom
11.00 am  Matins
6.30 pm Evensong

Sunday 27th - 17th after Trinity 11.00am  Harvest Festival, Withyham

Sunday 4th Oct - 18th after Trinity 9.45am  Zoom
11.00am  Holy Communion
6.30 pm  Harvest Festival, Blackham

Parish Registers — August 2026

Baptism

On 2nd August the christening took place at St. Michael & All Angels Church,
Withyham of Robert Rafe Kei BOURNE, son of Robert and Helen.

Funeral

On 21st July the burial of ashes took place in St. Michael & All Angels Churchyard,
Withyham of Barbara Joyce WELFARE who died on 18th February 2026 aged 93.




nham Village Mar/fe
SATURDAY g {

5TH SEPTEMBER s

10.00AM TO 12.15PM

Coffee/Tea & homemade cakes
served from 10am

2

Locally made produce for sale:
homemade pasties, cakes,
scones, free range eggs, honey,
bread, bird food, jams and

chutneys, craft items
.and lots more B

4 r J'\

N\ \‘. x,...‘

®
a
e a l'l Osteopathy
Personal training

Osteopathy and personal training in
Edenbridge and surrounding areas

Osteopathy can treat and manage complaints such as:

+ Tension headaches -+ Management of arthritis

« Back pain - Muscle strains/joint sprains
« Whiplash - Spinal disc complaints

- Sports injuries

Clinic and home services available

. www.realign-osteo.co.uk
[=]; ﬁm Gaywood Farm, Hole Lane, Edenbridge, TN8 6SL

10% discount on initial osteopathy consultation
Quote REALIGN10 when booking

Q@




BILACKHAM VILI.AGE HAI. I~
WINE & SMAILLI BITES
T ASTING EVENING
Hosted by a local wine expert,
who will guide vou through the tasting.

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
@ 7PM

Yowur ticket includes:
- A4 selection of wines
&2 Food pairings

£25 per person

Bring your friends — or make
new ones for a relaved, friendiy
evenIing

Sip. Taste & Enjoy!

Tickets from: Sarita 01892 740570

or email Ly }
biackhawzvillagehall@gnaaz'l.(:o'rh . —

——

architects

Based In Groombridge we specialise in creative designs for period properties, new homes,
extensions, refurbishments, barn conversions, Listed Buildings. and commercial projects

Call us to book a free on site consultation for your plOJeot

WWW. architects.co.uk @ @pentonarchitects
Telephone 01892 861151 email office@pentonarchitects.co.uk Houzz




I; ~dMmily Family Support Work
Support August 2026 update

by Hannah Rothwell,
FSW Digital Fundraising &

THE SUSSEX CHARITY FOR CHILDREN Communications Executive

SINCE 1870

Dear Friends,

In the midst of a heatwave, we’re going to ask you to think about the autumn!
Whilst our summer activities are still in full swing, we are already planning what
comes next. We hope you have all enjoyed the summer and, as we move into a
new season, we look forward to continuing to work together to support families
across Sussex. There is plenty to come over the next few months and, as always,
we are so grateful for your continued support of FSW.

As we look ahead to autumn, we are entering another busy period at FSW.

Our Annual Eucharist and AGM will take place on Wednesday 30th September at
11am at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Rustington. Following the AGM, we will be
looking ahead to Harvest. We are always very grateful for Harvest donations,
which help us to keep our food bank well stocked and provide much needed
food for families across Sussex. After a quieter months over the summer, we will
be especially grateful for your support. Every tin, packet and contribution makes
a difference, helping us to support families who may be struggling to make ends
meet. Thank you once again for your continued support as we head into the
autumn and the final months of 2026.

Get Involved with FSW: There are many ways to support Family Support Work,
from donating and volunteering to fundraising. As we prepare for Harvest, we
would be very grateful for donations of food, whether given individually or
collected through your church.

Why I Joined Family Support Work: “| first heard about FSW while working as a
Social Worker. | referred a father and his two sons who were struggling to cope,
and with the right support, the family was able to move forward. Seeing the
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lasting difference FSW made to their lives inspired me to join the charity myself.
Today, I’'m privileged to support families facing challenges of their own, helping
them build hope and a brighter future.” — Richard Andrews, Family Support
Practitioner for Rotherfield and Uckfield

July’s work in numbers
* 18 new families began receiving support
169 home visits to families
402 phone calls or remote support to 281 adults and 421 children
36 supported meetings with other agencies
36 group sessions held supporting 484 adults and 619 children
89 food deliveries made
58 volunteers volunteering 262 hours with families across our community

Prayer point
¢ Please pray for the children and families we support as many prepare to
start at new schools, move into new year groups and settle into a new
school term

Contact me at hannah@familysupportwork.org.uk or on 01273 832963

a—
i A—

LT

CONTESSA

CURTAINS
A\¢
EST 1975
| CURTAINS
- SOFT FURNISHINGS
BLINDS &
REUPHOLSTERY

Appointments: 07957 811 589
The Black And White Shop
Groombridge
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? , New Groombridge (the East Sussex side of the River Grom),
W,TH‘h Marden’s Hill (St John’s, Crowborough) and Withyham.

Full action from this meeting is available at www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

and www.facebook.com/WithyhamParishCouncil

Minutes can also be obtained from the Clerk via the Parish Office on

01892 864557 or clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Our next Council meeting is on 14th September.

Free Defibrillator And CPR Training - Would you know
what to do in a medical emergency?

Withyham Parish Council and the Crowborough
Community First Responders are hosting a free
defibrillator and CPR training session for local residents
to coincide with Restart a Heart 2026.

Places are limited and will be offered on a first come, first E E
served basis. Thursday 1st October from 5.30-7pmin
Groombridge Village Hall.

Scan the QR code to find out more and book your r_E o

free place. E
Bl

Jubilee Playground Fencing - Work
to install the new fence around
Jubilee Playground will begin on
Monday 7th September.

The playground will be closed for
approximately three days while the
work takes place. The new fencing
follows the recent consultation
with residents. Thank you for your
patience while the work is

carried out.
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Local Business Networking - Withyham Parish Council wants to champion
strengthening links between local businesses and create more opportunities in
our parish to connect, share ideas and support one another.

We are exploring the possibility of setting up a local networking group.
Before we make any plans, we would like to
hear from local businesses about what would
be useful to you. We have created a short
questionnaire to find out what you would like
from a local business network, what type of
events would interest you and how often you
might like to meet. If you run a business in
Groombridge, Withyham, Blackham or Mardens
Hill, please scan the QR code and take a few
minutes to complete the questionnaire. Your
views will help us shape the network around
the needs and interests of local businesses.

Er-2
Groombridge Wild Verge Project Update - Did
you know the verge has been split into three trial sections to monitor the impact
of different approaches to growing a wild verge? One section has been left as it
is, one has had yellow rattle added, and the third has been sown with locally
gathered wild meadow seeds. The three sections have been developing
throughout spring and summer and are monitored at monthly verge surveys.
We are recording what grows in each section, as well as the wildlife and insects
that are visiting the site.

The annual cut was carried out this year by Wild
Groombridge and we were lucky to have a
volunteer do this by hand using a scythe,

minimising disturbance to the habitat. The @% %
. . 3e A ,&,

cuttings were removed to prevent nutrients Wi D
returning to the soil and encouraging b ‘ ' ‘5&
aggressive grasses that can overwhelm ’ ‘, VERGE B«
other plants. %pn IECT A &
A big thank you to all our Wild Groombridge N -_y Fras "’Tq y

. . o ‘ ."% /W AT S
volunteers for caring for this valuable part . T 8

of our parish.

13



A

@ ‘%roombrldge Film Socrety

AGM on Tuesday 1t September at 19:30 in the Village Hall Club Room.
- members and non-members are welcome.

This is a very straightforward sociable event: to elect the committee and its
officers (Treasurer and Secretary), hear our plans for GFS as we celebrate our 10" year
— and enjoy a free glass of bubbly!

It is also a good time to join the society or renew your membership.
We look forward to sharing details of our 2026/27 programme which runs from October to May.

Film Nights: Sundays October 11t", November 8t and December 6t" in the New Hall.

Saturday October 17th GFS will be hosting the Community Cafe in the Village Hall.
We look forward to seeing you!

If you would like to join the committee, be a volunteer on film nights or have ideas for films you
would like us to consider screening, please let us know at:

X groombridgefilmsociety@gmail.com j

Rusthall Lodge Cére Home

We offer compassionate residential, nursmg and resp/te care /n the heart of i
=

As an independent, not-for-profit care home with more than 58 years of
experience, we are proud to provide high-quality residential, nursing, respite
and convalescent care, tailored to each resident’s individual needs.
Whether you are looking for long-term care or a short respite stay, our
dedicated team is here to help you feel at home.

To arrange a visit or find out more, please contact us on 01892 556500
or info@rusthall-lodge.co.uk or www.rusthalllodgekent.co.uk




Withyham Parish Council’s

& Community Cale
with ?F Groombridge St Thomas
' School

Everyone Welcome!

-
ommunr

Saturday 19th September
10am -12pm Groombridge Village Hall

Withyham Parish Amblers
Saturday 19th September

&

Meeting at: Groombridge Village Hall Car Park TN3 9QX

9am Meet to walk at 9.15am

Approx. 1hr 20. Suitable footwear recommended. Well behaved dogs welcome.

B WWW.WITHYHAMPARISHCOUNCIL.GOV.UK ¥ ™
% for more information: |'2/01892 864 557 \ =7
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Trusted, respectful and caring
every step of the way

Led by Stephen Tester, a trusted name for
over 30 years, Stephen Tester Funeral
Directors believes every goodbye should
be personal and true to the life it honours.

That belief guides everything we do.

Alongside traditional services, we arrange
unattended cremations, provide our Beacon
House Chapel for reflection and farewells,

01892 577166

and offer pre-paid funerals through Golden
Charter. At every step, you'll be supported
by Stephen, Kim, Roy, and our dedicated
team, offering kindness, understanding, and
quiet reassurance whenever you need it.

Whether you'd like to visit our chapel, meet us
at Beacon House, or speak somewhere more
familiar, we are here for you, 24 hours a day.

Trusted - Respectful = Caring

STEPHEN
TESTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MEMBER

(S AIF| www.stephentesterifd.co.uk
[ runerar |
Beacon House Park Road Crowborough TN6 2QX



CLUB

AND THE ININNERS For

WINNERS for August 2026
£20 - Christine Marais
£15 - Paul Sellars

£10 - June Marchant

The Kings' Hall Withyham

Thank you for everyone's support but we are happy to encourage more local people to become
members and help our fund raising for further maintenance and improvements to our hall. Our
numbers have just dropped below 100 so new subscribers would be greatly appreciated.

Each number costs £12 per year; if you would like to join, please contact Rick Hunnam on
07851 638634 or email: chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

What’s on?

Forthcoming Events
in the Withyham Village

FRIDAY CAFE: FRIDAY 11™1 SEPTEMBER 10:30 - 12:00
HALL LUNCH: THURSDAY 17™ SEPTEMBER 12:15PM FOR A 12:30PM START
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Bygone Days
by Patrick Scott

Harvest: By the time you read this summer will be more or less over, unless of
course we get an Indian summer, as indeed we did during the 1950s and 60s.
Autumn heralded time for the annual harvest festival, and during the Church
service people would bring donations of fruit and vegetables and place them
near the altar. In true rural style, the altar would be dressed with two sheaves of
wheat, which | believe were supplied by Buckhurst Farm, cut and tied by Dennis
Vaughan or Ted Pettit. After the weekend the vegetables were given to needy
causes such as Crowborough Hospital. In those days tins and packets were few
and far between - these were the days when folk ate fresh food and vegetables
almost all of the time. Supermarkets were just starting to appear and the first

| recall was the Grosvenor Road Tesco in Tunbridge Wells.

Next on the agenda was the fete meeting, which was held at the Rectory, in the
hall, which is adjacent to the porch. The previous fete was put to bed and
accounts submitted, prior to suggestions for the following year being put
forward. About a week later the AGM for the Parochial Church Council usually
took place in the same room. The hall, for those who don't know, used to have a
stone floor which made it quite a cold room at times — this was ripped up and
replaced with parquet flooring in the early 1960s. There was and, | believe, still is
alarge open fireplace.

One year in early September the last of the Estate corn was being harvested on
Hawkins, the field behind the lake and in front of the Rectory. | don't know how
they managed it but in the late 1960s the Guinness advertising team got
permission to place their filming equipment on top of the church tower and
record the harvesters at work. Alan Wood from Forstal Farm, who was the
advertising director at Guinness, probably arranged it, and the equipment in
those days would have been quite cumbersome to get up the narrow steps to
the roof. Hawkins (the field) was also the name given by Harry Burfoot to the
house he built next to the Monks house in the old orchard.

September on the farm then was very different to today. There was about 500
acres of arable and there were always tractors going up and down the lane with
dung spreaders or cultivating equipment preparing the fields for winter corn. It
rather saddens me to how different things are now — it was a very busy, lively
and vibrant place back then. You can contact me at Patrickscott648@gmail.com
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FRIDAY

CAFE=

A COMMUNITY CAFE FOR

ANYONE, ANY AGE, WHO WOULD

LIKE TO MEET NEW PEOPLE OR

CATCH UP WITH OLD FRIENDS
§Jvl
'0’?‘ “3:0‘ ® o
R )
S et
..... .:.:.:1‘ :.

TIEA
CAKE
CHAT
QUIZ

EOREEE
LAUGHTER
REMINISCE

iieescccsoconsa,

DBODDOODy

/ &_,\““ PV e ey ve )

%w@moﬂbﬁ\s&‘? ‘

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
Deze.nt\a W€‘<1)dﬁ“n
Friends

WHERE?
Kings' Hall, Withyham

WHAT TIME?
Between 10:30 - 12:00

WHAT HAPPENS?

Tea, coffee and delicious homemade
cakes are served throughout the whole
morning and there’s a quiz every week.

2026 DATES

11th September
9th October

13th November

11th December

INFORMATION

Please contact Anne Radford for more information

on 07885 486733 or just come along on the day.

This is a free service, funded by donations and volunteers.

If you are a carer, please stay with the person you are bringing,
we do hope that you will also enjoy your time with us.

Open to anyone in the surrounding villages.
PLEASE HELP US TO SPREAD THE WORD.
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Harvest Festival
by James Campbell

Sunday 27th September, Harvest Festival Service
at St. Michael’s and All Angels Church, Withyham at 11.00am

Sunday 4th October, Harvest Lunch at the Kings’ Hall at 12:30pm

Sunday 4th October, Harvest Festival Service
at All Saints Church, Blackham at 6.30pm.

As in previous years, any donations of dry and tinned food will be given to
families supported by Chichester Diocese’s Family Support Work.
They can either be brought to Withyham Church on 27th September or
left on the Rectory Veranda in advance. Homegrown fruit and vegetables
can also be brought to Church. They will be available to take home for
a modest donation either on the day or the following Sunday.

FENCING

SUPPLY & INSTALL

ESTATE FENCING
CLOSEBOARD
EQUESTRIAN FENCING
LIVESTOCK FENCING
POST & RAIL
GATES
PANELS
DEER FENCING
PERGOLAS
DECKING
AND MORE

Please contact Harry on:
Phone: 07772 287463
Email: enquiries@htfencing.com
Website: www.htfencing.co.uk
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The Learning Curve
by Kate Phipps

The Big Barn Bash is back! : Following the huge success of last year’s launch, we
are delighted to be bringing “The Big Barn Bash” back to Withyham! It will take
place on 26th September at a new, larger location, with all proceeds going
directly to St Michael’s Primary School. For those who weren’t able to join us last
time, it was a wonderful evening. A proper village get-together, with delicious
food, drinks, music, plenty of laughter and a great opportunity to catch up with
friends and neighbours.

The fantastic, foot-stomping “Strawbricks” will once again be providing the
soundtrack to the evening, with live music to get everyone up on their feet. We
are hoping for plenty of dancing and do-si-doing. It doesn’t matter whether you
are an experienced dancer or have absolutely no idea which way you’re
supposed to be facing; just grab a hand and join in!

It’s an evening for children, parents, grandparents, friends and neighbours to
come together, have fun and enjoy the occasion. But events like this are about
more than simply having a great time. They also play an important part in
supporting our school, helping to provide the essentials our children need while
creating opportunities to enrich their learning and experiences beyond

the classroom.

A village school cannot exist in isolation. It is part of its community and relies on
that community in so many ways: through the generosity of parents, the support
of local people, fundraising, volunteering, encouragement and, simply, by
turning up.

So, as we begin another school year, with new children arriving, older children
taking their next steps and classrooms once again filled with the familiar bustle,
it seems a good time to remember that old saying: it takes a village to raise a
child. And I think the same could be said of a village school. It takes a village to
support it, celebrate it and keep it thriving.

A huge thank you to CLM and G K Denniss Farms Trust for their kind support and
sponsorship. We hope lots of you will join us on the night. Tickets are available by
presale only; there will be no sales on the night.

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/stmichaelsschoolpta/2320069
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TREE WORK
HEDGES
PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

KENT & SUSSEX QUALIFIED TREE SURGEONS
CITY & GUILDS - FULLY INSURED

DAVID NEWCOMBE 07771711094

KINGS' HALL
WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a
great venue for parties,
weddings, anniversaries and
children’s parties

Hire it from only £12 per hour

Bookings and enquiries
07972 161243 / 01892 770347

or email Meg Stafford at
bookings@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

or Rick Hunnam at
chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

LAND DRAINAGE
& TRENCHING

Ditching and
Earth Moving

Water Supplies
and Repair

Giles Swift
Tel: 01892 864754
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Recipe Book
by Sheila Welstead

Blackham Village are planning to
put together a Village Recipe Book
to be available in early December.

Keep a look out on village social

media and notice boards for
further details. In the meantime,
please consider what you can
contribute to our collection of
recipes — a unique starter, a
memorable main, a scrumptious
pudding, a family favourite, bakes
and cakes, or anything else you
think will be interesting!

THE ARTS SOCIETY
ASHDOWN FOREST

Thursday 10th September at 2pm
Crowborough Community Centre

Dazzling Dufy: Invitation to a
luminous feast with Raoul Dufy
Lecturer: Mary Alexander

Raoul Dufy was a key player in early 20th
century avant-garde art, design and
literary/theatrical circles in Paris. His

technical virtuosity — across a range of
media cut across conventional boundaries

Members free, guests and visitors £9
Refreshments afterwards

www.tasaf.org.uk

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

l SERVICES—

Heating oil
Competitive prices
Friendly, helpful service
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J & H FRIEND

ESTD 1860

S/

W. SMITHERS & SONS

EST. 1955

Removals — Self Storage —
Storage — Packaging Shop

Regular London and
Home Counties Service

Based in Forest Row

Tel : 01342 822608

info@friendsremovals.co.uk
www.friendsremovals.co.uk

‘A family owned and run business’

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Conversions, extensions, listed
buildings, joinery, plumbing and
heating, kitchens and bathrooms,
electrical, roofing, maintenance

and repairs and decorating

Covering all types of building work
01342 850 559

colin@wsmithers.co.uk
www.wsmithers.co.uk

Offering traditional funerals,
contemporary funerals
and pre-paid plans

Hartfield 01892 770253
East Grinstead 01342 315880

email hartfield@medhurstfuneraldirectors.co.uk

visit www.medhurstfuneraldirectors.co.uk




Groombridge Horticultural Society

% by Sue Obbard (I;—%

I hope you’ve all weathered the last two months, even if our gardens have been
suffering. We are holding our Autumn Show on 12th September from 2:30pmin
the main hall at Groombridge. Besides all the usual classes of flowers and
vegetables (which are sure to be drought-depleted), there are lots of cookery
and craft classes as well. The schedule is in the yearbook and on our website. As
always, entries need to be submitted to Gwyneth Davies (01892 862430) by the
evening of Thursday 10th September, with set up from 9am-12 midday on
Saturday morning. Please try to enter so we can still put on a display. If you are
new to this, our committee will be there to help and I will gladly offer pointers to
anyone participating in flower arranging for the first time.

Our next event is on Saturday 3rd October — the Autumn Plant Sale from 9am-12
behind the hall.

www.groombridgehorticulturalsociety.co.uk
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Four Elms Catering
Karen Jackson - Proprietor
07734 007911
Fishersgate Cottage, Buckhurst Estate,
TN7 4BB
Email: jacksonk60@aol.com
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Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery Patients Participation Group
by Tony Howell

NHS England has recently published the results of its latest patient survey of
GP practices in England. But... how did we do? These are the headline results:
Our Practice  Local Average National Average

Felt the healthcare professional they saw had all the information they needed
about them during their last appointment:

100% 93% 92%
Had confidence and trust in the healthcare professional they last saw/spoke to:
100% 94% 93%
Find the reception and administration team at this GP practice helpful:
99% 86% 85%
Say the healthcare professional they last saw or spoke to was good at listening:
99% 88% 87%
Describe their experience of contacting their GP practice as good:
96% 73% 73%

Say the healthcare professional they last saw or spoke to was good at
considering their mental wellbeing:  96% 75% 75%

Many of you will have been treated by Dr. Harriet Roe over the past seven years,
when she first joined the Practice as a GP trainee and then transitioned into a
regular GP. Sadly she has now left our Practice to take up a new role in Salisbury,
and we wish her well.

We would like to congratulate Nurse Kirsten on her recent prescribing and
managing common ailments qualification. She will now be able to prescribe
antibiotics for various infections and will start to see patients with new
symptoms (such as coughs and sore throats) in addition to continuing with much
of her nursing work.

At the time of writing the sun is still shining but just a reminder that the Practice
will be running the Flu Vaccine campaign in October and the clinic dates for those
eligible, will be released before the end of September.

Email the Practice at gandhppg@outlook.com
26



John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd
Woven Fencing & Hurdles
Living Willow Structures | Baskets
Garden Structures | Plant Supports
Garden Furmniture | Hedgelaying

Green Wood Workshop Courses
at Bore Place, Chiddingstone
Hurdles & Fencing | Pole Lathe Turning
Chair Making | Willow Plant Supports
Hedgelaying | Coppicing | Charcoal Making
Basketry | Fruit Tree Maintenance

info@underwoodsman.co.uk
www.underwoodsman.co.uk

01342 323700
emsdesignandprint.co.uk
Medway House, 18-22 Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead

Forest Row Repair Café

Saturday 19th September
from 10am - 1pm

Forest Row Community Centre
RH18 5DZ
Last orders at 12:30pm

A busy summer enjoying time in the
sun can sometimes leave a few
things in need of repair!

RIZIPAIR

Forest
Row

Small format

business & private stationery,
cards, order of service,

high end brochures.

Large format
scanning & printing of plans,

colourful posters & banners,
outdoor signage.

Free onsite parking.

Walk in customers are always welcome or

telephone to make an appointment.

EMNS

designandprint




Computer Corner
Passkeys: a double edge saviour by Roger Lyon

The end of passwords is in sight as passkeys become
available. What are passkeys, and are they the solution to
online security? Read on...

Passkeys are intended to replace passwords. How they
work is really simple: your device creates a pair of secret
numbers for each of your accounts. The account provider stores one, while the
other remains a secret on your device. When you sign in, your device proves that
it possesses that secret key through some complex mathematics but without
revealing the key. Secure account access with nothing to remember!

At a stroke, this defeats most phishing attacks. There is no password for the
attacker to steal, and the passkey is tied to the genuine website and cannot be
misused by a convincing fake website. Other, more hidden threats are also
reduced, such as attackers re-using old authentication data. As more websites
adopt passkeys, there are fewer passwords to be stolen.

The transition to passkeys will be filled with fraudulent emails inviting you to
create a passkey for your account... watch out! Fraudulent emails will attempt to
give the fraudster their own passkey access into your account. To avoid this, go
directly to the account website, not through a link in any email.

Passkeys put considerable reliance on the security of your device, whether phone
or computer. If someone gains access to your device, they may be able to act as
you even if they cannot extract the passkey itself.

Synchronising passkeys between your devices is a good idea, if only as insurance
in case one device stops working. Whether Apple, Google or some other
account, the synchronising account is really important and deserves robust
account recovery information to protect you well.

A basic checklist to help you protect your new herd of passkeys: use a strong
device PIN or password; keep operating systems updated; secure your email
accounts and review recovery options to ensure they are up to date; and remove
lost or obsolete device access promptly.

Enjoy the fading memory of all those wonderful passwords...
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Hartfield Playschool

Founded in 1965, Hartfield Playschool
is set in The Old Station, with
beautiful extensive gardens.

We take children aged 2-5 years.
Open 9am - 3pm, Monday — Friday,
term time only. Tel: 01892 770830
www.hartfieldplayschool.co.uk
office@hartfieldplayschool.co.uk

D. Warmeant

Painters and Decorators

Domestic and commercial
14, Mottefield, Hartfield, TN7 4JF

ANDY SAYERS

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

Electricity in safe hands

Installations, rewires, board upgrades
Fault finding, maintenance, repairs
Inspection and testing reports
Portable appliance testing (PAT)
Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
Building regulations part P compliant

Prompt, reliable and competitive rates

T. 07836 256 146 E. andycsayers@gmail.com

www.andysayerselectrical.com

P A\

07774 780 020 Z _—
s S - ?
ADAM C WILES Heve'l andsgapes ltd

Quality carpentry
and building

% Established 30 years *

All aspects of carpentry

and joinery undertaken,

plus internal alterations
and extensions

Withyham, East Sussex

01892 770554
07818 434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

We offer regular garden maintenance
or a one-off garden tidy/clearance,
grass cutting, lawn care, hedge cutting,
leaf clearing, vegetable patch
construction, chicken runs, compost
bins, and commercial contracts

We also offer complete landscaping
projects, such as patios, paths,
retaining walls, all types of fencing,
planting schemes, re-seeding, turfing,
water features, wooden garden
structures, tree surgery, hedge laying
and woodland management
or clearance

01892 740133 / 07909 216909
www.heverlandscapes.co.uk
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Come and enjoy your
fishing with CDAA

We welcome everyone regardless of age
or ability, and encompass a
thriving junior section. Our waters suit
pleasure and specimen fishing across
Sussex and Kent, from half acre ponds to
areservoir, plus rivers and canal.
Matches take place throughout the year.
You won't be disappointed.

www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

Traditional Mole,
Mice, Mink, Rabbit &
Squirrel Catcher

Traditional methods only
No poisons used

IPIETIEIR
AN

01892 520287
07432 813614

pkingmoles@outlook.com
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The Final Word...
on The Wheatsheaf

Earlier in this issue there were harvest
memories, of halcyon days from two or
more generations past — although the
juxtaposition is that it was the
‘swinging sixties’ and the era of Harold
Wilson’s ‘white heat of technology’.
Nonetheless, warm days towards the
end of summer, the sound of
harvesting machinery, and ‘lashings of
ginger beer’ all create nostalgic
recollections of times past, when the
pace of life was slower, and mobile
phones were a yet to be imagined thing
of the future.

The wheatsheaf was the result of the
reaping process, whereby scythed
cereal crops would be bound by some
of their own stems, and placed in a self-
supporting stook of three to eight
sheaves, with the grain elevated and
sky facing, drying and ready to be
harvested. Mechanisation towards the
end of the nineteenth century, led to
sheaving machines and eventually the
combine harvester.

A wheatsheaf is also a traditional
decorative bread, often used as a
centre piece. Although they’re a tricky
bake to make, a tasty, eye-catching
creation usually guarantees ‘brownie
points’ for the baker.

More commonly these days ‘The
Wheatsheaf’ is a popular pub name.



Tester&Jones

Independent Funeral Services

Funeral Services &
Memorial Masons

Here for youswh

* Your local independent funeral director
— Supporting families in Crowborough
and its surrounding villages for 20 years.
* We are proud and active members of e
SAIF, the association for independent

funeral directors.

* We can take your call 24 hours a day,

3065 days a year. From the first phone

call to after the funeral service, we will

be by your side.

* We offer funerals to suit every budget

including direct cremations.

* We adhere to SAIF’s strict Code of
Practice — so you can always be sure of
our care and professionalism.

* After a funeral has taken place, our
families benefit from our friendly and
dedicated Bereavement Group, and free
online bereavement support through

SAIF Care if required.

T: 01892 611811 (24 hours)

E: information@testerandjones.co.uk




Local Information

Kings’ Hall, Withyham chair@withyhamvillagehall.co.uk

bookings @withyhamvillagehall.co.uk
Rick Hunnam

Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford

Blackham Village Hall venues4hire.org/venue/details4815

Bookings: Sarita Ashby
blackhamvillagehall@gmail.com

Groombridge & Hartfield Medical Practice
Withyham Road, Groombridge, TN3 9QP
Old Crown Farm, High Street, Hartfield, TN7 4AD

Beacon Surgery, Beacon Road, Crowborough, TN6 1AH
Saxonbury House Medical Group, Croft Road, Crowborough
St Michael’s Primary School Mrs Katie O’Shea (Headteacher)
Withyham Art Group
Dorset Arms Angling Club  Keith Grose
Withyham Cricket Club Peter Hamerton
Linda Weekes
Citizens Advice Crowborough

Withyham Parish Charity
Trust providing financial help for those in need
Applications should be made to Gilly Halcrow

Withyham Parish Council (WPC)
The Old Station, Groombridge, TN3 9RD
www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Chairman:

Ali Hunnam

Blackham Country Players

Other times are available

WPC office hours: Mondag— Friday 09:30 - 12:00
y

appointment

Telephone numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway lights and footpath damage (location and problem)
Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details)

Waste collection queries

Trading Standards

Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet

01892 770347
07972 161243

01892 740570

01892 863326

01892 652233
01892 603131
01892 770307
01892 770347
01892 652631
01892 655932
01892 740261
08082 787811

01342 826183

01892 864557

03456 080193
01243 642222
03456 080193
03456 080197

Magazine Editor Robert Veitch  withyham.mag@gmail.com

Advertising Meg Stafford  megstafford@me.com
Distribution Janet Funnell  janet.funnell@btinternet.com
Circulation 375

07972 161243
01892 663512

Printed by EMS Ltd, East Grinstead — 01342 323700




