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Steve, Tonbridge

amoracare.co.uk        Premium Home Care with Love

“We only have positive things to say about the care Amora has
provided to our mum over the past 18 months.”

Personal care  
Dementia care 
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

There is no place like home...

Home Care Designed to be as Unique
as You Are. 

Book a free assessment on 01892 336842
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The	Dorset	Arms,	Withyham	
A	16th	Century	Inn,	open	seven	days	a	
week,	serving	excellent	local	seasonal	

produce	and	offering	traditional	
hospitality	in	the	heart	of	the	Sussex	

Tel:		01892	770278	
www.dorset-arms.co.uk		

enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk
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From	the	Rectory	

Dear	Friends,	

On	15th	August	the	Catholic	Church	celebrated	one	of	festivals	remembering	
Mary,	the	mother	of	Jesus.	In	his	address,	Pope	Leo	said	that	Mary	‘teaches	us	
that	our	true	beauty	does	not	lie	in	hiding	the	signs	of	ageing,	but	in	revealing	the	
signs	of	love	that	never	end.’	He	quoted	1	Corinthians	13	–	part	of	that	reading	we	
often	hear	at	weddings	–	that	‘Love	is	patient,	love	is	kind.	It	does	not	envy,	it	does	
not	boast,	it	is	not	proud.	It	does	not	dishonour	others,	it	is	not	self-seeking,	it	is	
not	easily	angered,	it	keeps	no	record	of	wrongs.	Love	does	not	delight	in	evil	but	
rejoices	with	the	truth.	It	always	protects,	always	trusts,	always	hopes,	always	
perseveres.	Love	never	fails’.	

The	Pope	went	on,	‘With	this	in	mind,	we	are	invited	to	re-examine	many	of	the	
aesthetic	standards,	predominantly	hedonistic	and	consumerist	in	nature,	that	the	
world	imposes	on	us.	These	standards	risk	trapping	us	in	burdensome	expectations,	
causing	us	to	waste	precious	energy	on	what	does	not	really	matter	and	does	not	
last	forever.	In	everyday	life,	we	encounter	people	whose	faces	are	marked	by	the	
years	and	by	suffering,	yet	who	are	capable	of	radiating	serenity,	kindness	and	
peace	around	them;	just	as	we	may	observe	others	who	are	perhaps	outwardly	
attractive	but	hard	and	cold	at	heart.	It	is	easy	to	see	where	true	beauty	lies	and	
where,	on	the	other	hand,	there	is	still	a	need	for	conversion,	forgiveness	
and	healing.	

If	we	truly	wish	to	discover	and	nurture	the	divine	beauty	that	surrounds	us	and	for	
which	we	were	made,	and	to	share	it	with	those	around	us,	we	must	learn	to	see	it	
in	the	wrinkles	of	an	elderly	person	as	in	the	tender	face	of	a	child	as	well,	in	the	
maturity	of	an	adult	as	in	the	liveliness	of	a	young	person	as	well,	in	work	clothes	
and	tools	as	well	as	in	festive	decorations.	We	must	listen	to	the	unique	love	stories	
that	each	of	these	realities	tells	us,	recognising	in	them	small	glimpses	of	heaven.	

Love	is	humanity’s	most	beautiful	adornment.	Love	transfigures,	transforms,	
ennobles	and	lifts	us	up,	making	us	light,	free	and	close	to	God,	even	amid	life’s	ups	
and	downs.’	

As	the	Pope	reminds	us,	the	search	for	‘true	beauty’	can	be	found	just	as	much	in	
someone	like	my	mother-in-law,	who	celebrates	her	100th	birthday	this	month,	as	
in	our	latest	grandchild,	two-month-old	Haleluya,	even	though	it’s	the	latter	who	
may	attract	more	interest.	

James	Campbell
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Churchwardens’	Notes	
by	Gilly	Halcrow	&	Jane	Osman	

Although	August	was	a	quieter	month	
with	families	away	on	holiday,	Services	
continued	at	our	two	Churches.	One	
baptism	took	place,	plus	a	wedding	at	
Blackham	with	another	at	Withyham.	
These	are	such	beautiful,	flower	filled	
Churches	to	get	married	in.	

All	the	necessary	permissions	have	
now	been	received	for	repairing	the	
roof	and	gutters	above	the	Lady	
Chapel,	plus	the	redecoration	of	the	
two	dormer	windows.	Two	bat	surveys	
have	taken	place	during	the	spring	and	
summer	and,	although	the	roofers	will	
have	to	take	care	not	to	disturb	any	
bats,	we	can	go	ahead,	hopefully	
during	October.	

The	framed	War	Memorial	in	Blackham	
Church	has	had	a	facelift	and	is	looking	
smart	and	is	back	in	its	usual	place.	

To	end	on	a	sad	note,	many	of	you	will	
be	aware	Sue	Skinner	died	during	
August.	She	was	a	member	of	the	
choir	and	had	a	special	affection	for	
Blackham	Church	
where	she	would	
often	read	a	
lesson.	It	is	
heartbreaking	to	
lose	a	lovely	
friend	far	too	early.

Groombridge, 
Ages 1 to 4 

LET YOUR CHILD’S DANCE
JOURNEY START HERE

Watch them twirl, smile, twinkle, and shine 

PRE SCHOOL
DANCE CLASSES

Scan to explore!
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Parish	Registers	–	August	2026	

Baptism	

On	2nd	August	the	christening	took	place	at	St.	Michael	&	All	Angels	Church,	
Withyham	of	Robert	Rafe	Kei	BOURNE,	son	of	Robert	and	Helen.	

Funeral	

On	21st	July	the	burial	of	ashes	took	place	in	St.	Michael	&	All	Angels	Churchyard,	
Withyham	of	Barbara	Joyce	WELFARE	who	died	on	18th	February	2026	aged	93.	

Church	Calendar		–		September	2026	
St.	Michael	and	All	Angels,	Withyham,	with	All	Saints,	Blackham	

All	services	at	Withyham	unless	stated	

Sunday	6th	–	14th	after	Trinity	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong	

Sunday	13th	–	15th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Matins	
	 4.00pm	 Service	of	Wholeness	&	Healing	

Sunday	20th	–	16th	after	Trinity	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Matins	
	 6.30	pm	 Evensong	

Sunday	27th	–	17th	after	Trinity	 11.00	am	 Harvest	Festival,	Withyham	

Sunday	4th	Oct	–	18th	after	Trinity	 9.45	am	 Zoom	
	 11.00	am	 Holy	Communion	
	 6.30	pm	 Harvest	Festival,	Blackham
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10% discount on initial osteopathy consultation
Quote REALIGN10 when booking

Gaywood Farm, Hole Lane, Edenbridge, TN8 6SL

www.realign-osteo.co.uk
Clinic and home services available

•  Management of arthritis
•  Muscle strains/joint sprains
•  Spinal disc complaints

•  Tension headaches
•  Back pain
•  Whiplash
•  Sports injuries

Osteopathy can treat and manage complaints such as:

Osteopathy and personal training in
Edenbridge and surrounding areas


